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Special Events and Dates:
INSET
 Monday 7th January 2013
 Monday 3rd June 2013
 Friday21st June 2013

Term Dates—2012/2013
Autumn 1—
Wed 05.09.12 to Fri 26.10.12
Half Term—
Mon 29.10.12 to Fri 02.11.12
Autumn 2—
Mon 05.11.12 to Fri 21.12.12
Christmas Break—
Mon 24.12.12 to Fri 04.01.13
(Mon 07.01.13—INSET)
Spring 3—
Tues 08.01.13 to Fri 15.02.13
Half Term—
Mon 18.02.13 to Fri 22.02.13
Spring 4—
Mon 25.02.13 to Thurs 28.03.13
Easter—
Fri 29.03.13 to Fri 12.04.13
Summer 5—
Mon 15.04.13 to Fri 24.05.13
Half Term—
Mon 27.05.13 to Fri 31.05.13
Summer 6—
(Mon 03.06.13—INSET)
Tues 04.06.13 to Tues 23.07.13
(Fri 21.06.13—INSET)

Autumn Term 1
Welcome to the first newsletter of this
academic year! I hope that you all had a
lovely holiday and that the children are
well rested and ready for another exciting year in school.
A really special welcome must
go to our new Reception Year,
who have started school extremely well—a big welcome
also must go to our new parents! I know
that all school staff, parents and children
will make you feel very welcome both in
school and out
in the playground. Please
don’t be shy,
feel free to pop
in and see me at
any time with any questions or queries—
the door is always open and the kettle is
always on!
I hope that you will all join with me in
saying a massive warm welcome to our
new Class 2
teacher,
Miss Village.
Already
Class 2 are
experiencing
some really
interesting lessons and topic work—
what an exciting time you are going to
have! Miss Village has many specialist
subjects under her wing, with her passion being Spanish. She has already
started to blog Class 2’s journey on the
website, so for more information, just log
on and sign up to comment. Class 1 and
Class 3 are also blogging information and
news , so keep checking for updates at
www.grindlefordprimaryschool.co.uk

Congratulations!

A huge congratulations must go to our
school cook Emma, who has just been
awarded a ‘Gold’ Award for her kitchen
and food and the very prestigious ‘Most
Improved Unit’ award! These are both
very hard to achieve and we are incredibly
proud of Emma and all her accomplishments.
Even More Congratulations!
Many congratulations to all the
children who took part in the
writing competition for the
Horticultural Show in the Summer Holidays. The feedback I have had so
far has been extremely positive about the
high level of the children’s work.
In the 7-9 category, 1st prize
was awarded to Emily Mottershaw, 2nd Prize to Holly Luscombe and 3rd prize went to Fergus
Blowen.
In the 10-11 category, 1st
prize was awarded to
Benny Crowson, 2nd prize
to Rosie Jones and 3rd
prize went to Amelia Clark.
The Ann Atkinson Prize was awarded to
Hazel Platts.
Well done everyone!
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Dates: - Continued!
Thursday13th September—

NSPCC in to work with Class 3
Tuesday 18th September—

Y6 parents meeting with HVC
Staff re Secondary School—
7.00pm, here
Thursday 20th September—

Possible Re-arranged KS1
Sports Day at HVC—TBC
NSPCC in to work with Class 3
Friday 21st September—

Possible Re-arranged KS1
Sports Day at HVC—TBC
Wednesday 26th September—

PTA meeting, Sir William,
7.30pm
Friday 5th October—

 Harvest Festival, St Helen’s, 9.30
 Week of 12th November—

After-School Clubs
Monday:
 Monday Club - 3.20 till 4.00pm. Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3 children welcome to attend. The sessions will be a mixture of fun activities from learning languages to creating things. Please see Miss Village or Mrs Bingley for more information, To begin Monday 17th September.
 Young Voices Choir - For Year 4 upwards—only open to people interested in attending Young Voices in January please. From 3.20 to 4.00pm. Please see Miss
Siddall for more information. To begin 17th September.
Tuesday:
 Yoga - All children welcome. From 3.20 to 4.15pm. There is a cost of £21 per half
term paid to Amy, the instructor. Please see Mrs Callis to sign up. To begin 18th
September.
Wednesday:
 Zumba - For Year 2 upwards. From 3.20 to 4.00pm. Please see Mrs Bacon or Mrs
Flint for more information. To begin 19th September.
Thursday:
 Football - 3.20 till 4.00pm. Open to any members of Class 2 or 3. Restricted to 12
places, on a first-come-first-served basis. Please see Mr Petts for more information. To begin 20th September.

Parent’s Evenings

Any changes to the above information will be sent out either through text alerts or a letter.

Monday 26th November—

As always a big thank you must go to the staff who run these clubs in their own free
time. Different clubs will be run throughout the year. Thank you.

Individual School Photos
Friday 7th December—

Security Reminder
Please may I take this opportunity to remind parents about before
school rules. As you know there will be a member of staff out on
duty at 8.45am each morning. Until this time parents are responsible for their own child/ren.

Class 1 Barnaby Bear trip to
Chesterfield Urban Studies Centre
Thursday13th December—

 Whole School Pantomime Trip
Monday 17th December—

Class 1 Christmas Production
Friday 21st December—

 Carol Concert, St Helen’s, 2.00pm

We became aware last year that some children were being dropped off
before 8.45am without any supervision. Please can you ensure that this
situation does not happen, either by staying with your child/ren till
8.45am or arranging for another parent to keep an eye on them for you.
I am sure that I can count on you for your continued help and consideration.

 Monday 21st January—

Tai Chi

Young Voices Concert, Sheffield

Once again this year we will be offering the children the chance
to do Tai Chi. The older children will be doing more work with
staffs and even swords! If any parents/carers are interested in a
bit of fun and exercise on a Friday morning the sessions will
start at 11.30am and end at 12.00pm. The children would love it
if you could join us! We begin this Friday, the 14th.
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Dates: - Continued!

Toddler Group

Week of 4th March—

Our weekly Toddler Group will be starting again on the 11th September.
A big thank you must go to Mrs Harby (and the other mums and dads)
for organising it so well every week. It begins at 1.30pm and runs until
roughly 3.05pm. However, it is very informal and designed to allow parents/carers to drop in whenever they are free. Just pop into school if
you would like more information... it would be lovely to see you!

 Parent’s Evenings
Wed 6th March—Fri 8th March  Class 3 Residential trip to White
Hall
Saturday 9th March—
 Gallop—TBC
Thursday 28th March—
 Easter Egg Competition
 Great Easter Egg Hunt
Mon 22nd April—Tues 23rd
April—
 Class 2 Residential trip to Castleton—TBC
Week of 13th May—
 SATs and Testing week
Sunday 9th June—
 Carnival Opening Ceremony—
TBC
Friday 14th June—
 Carnival Disco—TBC
Saturday 15th June—
 Carnival Day—TBC
Thursday 20th June—
 KS2 Sports at EIS, Sheffield
Monday 15th July—
 KS2 Production, afternoon and
evening
Tuesday 16th July—
 KS2 Production, evening
Friday 19th July—
 Leaver’s Meal
Monday 22nd July—
 Whole School trip out—TBC
Tuesday 23rd July—
 Sports Day afternoon

French and Spanish
Dominique will be offering lessons in French and Spanish during lunchtimes again this
year. If you haven’t already signed up for the sessions and are interested, please pop
into the school office to see if there are any spaces available. Thank you.

Penny Whistle and Violin/Keyboard
Ria will be again offering penny whistle and violin tuition this year. If you are
interested in learning these instruments, then please pop into the office for
further information.
Lara will also be offering keyboard lessons again this year. Once again, if you are interested in keyboard playing then please pop into the office for more information.

Transfer to Secondary Education—September 2012
How scary to have to think about this subject so early
on in the new school year! All Year 6 parents will receive a letter regarding secondary school transfer during the week ending Friday 14th September 2012. The
letter will contain details of how to apply for your child’s secondary school. It is preferable for parent’s to apply online at www.derbyshire.gov.uk/admissions and this
facility will be available from the 10th September. For any of you who have no access
to the internet you are very welcome to come into school to apply or you can apply
by phone by ringing Call Derbyshire on 08456 058 058. Parent’s who would prefer a
paper application form can obtain one from the Admissions and Appeals team by
emailing admissions@derbyshire.gov.uk or by ringing 01629 537499.
The closing date for the submission of applications is midnight on Wednesday 31st October 2012. (Paper submissions need to be returned by end of
school on Friday 26th October 2012).
All this information will be in the pack that is sent out to you. If parents wish to access independent advice or information on school admissions you can contact the
Advisory Centre for Education (ACE) at www.ace-ed.org.uk or ring the advice line on
0800 800 5793.
PE KITs
Please ensure that PE kits stay in school all week. Children should have indoor black
plimsolls, outdoor trainers, school t-shirt, black shorts, tracksuit bottoms and a sweatshirt. We do not have any spare kit in school so it is important that your
child is fully equipped and all items are NAMED. Please check that all
items still fit your child! It’s amazing how much feet grow over the holidays. The details of when PE sessions are in each class can be found on
the school website—www.grindlefordprimaryschool.co.uk

Uniform
Please make sure that all items of school uniform are clearly named for your child or family.
Whilst we try our best to return lost property, it is the children’s responsibility to make sure
they know where their clothing is and having names clearly marked really
helps with this learning process.
Any spare uniform or school clothing that you may have at home which is
now too small for your child, would be greatly appreciated in school for our
‘spares’ box. This includes plimsolls and wellies for the garden!

PTA
A huge thank you must go to the Parent Teacher Association committee for organising and running the
first PTA event of the year—the Pool Party at Hathersage pool. According to all the children who went it
was “excellent” and “brilliant” , they thoroughly enjoyed themselves and would
love to do it again! Well done PTA!
All parents are automatically members of our PTA group and everyone is welcome to come along to the PTA meetings. These are held in the Sir William
Hotel in the evening—the next meeting is on Wednesday 26th September at 7.30pm. The
meeting dates will be published on the school website under the PTA tab and the minutes and
accounts will be sent out via the children’s bookbags. If you would prefer not to come to meetings but would still like to be an active member of the group then you can sign up for emails and have your say that way.
Just pop into the school office with your details.

Tuck Shop
Mrs Bingley will be starting school tuck shop again on Monday the 17th September. The
items on offer are along the lines of yoghurt in tubes, cheese strings, rice cakes etc and do
not cost a lot of money. No child should need to spend more than 50p maximum at the
tuck shop. Tuck shop will only be available on Monday break times so please do not send
any money in with your child on any other day, just in case it gets lost or mislaid. All the
children are responsible for looking after their own money, although I am sure Miss Siddall
will look after purses for the little ones.

Would you like to help out?
It was lovely to see how many of our parents, carers and friends of the school helped out with
the children’s learning during last year. The majority of help centred around hearing children to read, although it can be tailored to people’s strengths e.g. Cooking, art and design
etc. If you would like to help out in any of the classes, then please pop in to see the class
teachers or myself and we’ll see what we can work out.

Headlice!
As with any environment filled with children, head lice are a potential visitor. To help keep these
unwanted pests at bay please do regular checks of your child’s scalp. If found treat immediately to
prevent their spread. There is a wealth of advice online: the NHS Choices
pages are particularly useful.
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice/Pages/Introduction.aspx
We ask that any long hair is tied up to help prevent their spread. The best
treatment is to comb through wet hair with conditioner on it, using a proper head lice comb. If this action is
repeated every time the hair is washed then any adult head lice are combed out and eggs do not have time to
settle. If head lice are found, then all clothing, hoods, bed sheets etc need to be washed to prevent reinfection. As soon as we are alerted to an outbreak, we will send a text out to all parents to check and treat.

School Dinners
As you know we have all our meals cooked on site by Emma
and they are ‘Gold Award Standard’ gorgeous! Please can I
remind parents that you are required to give 2 weeks notice (in
writing please) if you wish to change from school dinners to
sandwiches or sandwiches to dinners. Emma has to order her
food two weeks in advance therefore requires two weeks notice
of changes. Any dinners that have been ordered but not eaten will unfortunately have
to be paid for, as the ingredients will have already been ordered and costed. Thank
you.

Free School Meals—Are you entitled?
To be eligible for free school meals you must be in receipt of Income Support or income based Jobseeker’s Allowance, or
the guarantee element of State Pension Credit; or Child Tax Credit (with an annual income of less than £14,495). Anybody claiming Working Tax Credit is not eligible.
Under the new funding structure for school budgets, school now gets extra money based on our free school meal numbers. If you fit the criteria, please pop in and see us!

Are you free?
Do you fancy a term time job, that fits in with school timings? If so, then perhaps this is for you!

School Crossing Patrol
After many years spent crossing our children safely over the main road to and from Grindleford School, Bob
Stewart has decided to hand over the lollipop and take retirement.
Bob’s steadfast reliability is much appreciated by the school community, and thank you also for the daily
weather commentary and amusing observations of life on the road!
Bob intends to stand down at Christmas but has kindly offered to provide relief
cover for the replacement lollipop person.
Are you, or do you know anyone who might be interested in taking over the school
crossing patrol? Perhaps a job share could be considered?.
For more information please contact me on 07702608408 or email to:
nicky.luscombe@googlemail.com
Nicky Luscombe
Chair of Governors
Grindleford Primary School.
ASD Support Group—Derbyshire Children’s Centre, Granby Road, Bakewell (01629 533673)
A brand new support group run by parents and carers for parent/carers with children on the Autistic Spectrum is being
set up at Bakewell Children’s Centre. It will be a relaxed and informal group where parents can get together, either with
or without their children. There will be activities set out for any children who do attend to have a go
with. The group starts on the 20th September and runs until the 4th of October, when there will be
a break until the 15th of November. After that the group will meet weekly. The group will be open
from 9.30am until 11am.
Every one is welcome to come along and there is no need to book. It is also completely free!

