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Special Events and Dates:
INSET Days:
 Monday 3rd June 2013
 Friday21st June 201
Wednesday 27 March—

 PTA Meeting, 7.30pm, Sir William
Thursday 28th March—

 Easter Egg Competition
 Great Easter Egg Hunt
 Close for Easter holidays at 3.15pm
Monday 15th April —

School opens for Summer 5
Wednesday17th April —

PTA meeting, 7.30pm, Sir William
Thursday 18th April—

School Council ‘National Autism Awareness Day’
Friday19th April —

KS1 Ball Game Festival at HVC—TBC
Mon 22nd April—Tues 23rd April—



Class 2 Residential trip to Castleton—TBC

Friday 3rd May—

 Y3/4 Multi-Team Games Festival at HVC—TBC
Monday6th May—

 School Closed—Bank Holiday
Week of 13th May—

 SATs and Testing week
Thursday 23rd May—

 Football 6-a-side at Bamford—TBC
Friday 24th May—

 Peak Park Drama Day for Classes 2&3
 School closes for half term at 3.15pm
Monday 3rd June—

 INSET DAY
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Special Events and Dates: -

EASTER EXTRAVAGANZA—Continued

Continued:
Tuesday 4th June—

 School open for Summer 6

The idea is to think up the best eggy pun you can and then design it using an empty
egg shell. In previous competitions we have had.....

Wednesday 5th June—

 PTA meeting, 7.30pm, Sir William
Thursday 6th June—

 KS2 Rounders Tournament at HVC—TBC
Sunday 9th June—

 Carnival Opening Ceremony—TBC
Wednesday12th July—

 Infant Sports Day at HVC—TBC
Friday 14th June—

 Carnival Disco—TBC
Saturday 15th June—

 Carnival Day—TBC

........Jeggward ............Dalegg ..........................Sheffield Unitegg ....and Eggice in Wonderland or was it Alice in Eggland?! Do you get the idea?
The standard of entries is usually eggstreamly high and very difficult to judge. All eggs
should be brought into school for first thing on Thursday 28th March, where whole
school secret voting will take place. Prizes will then be awarded during the Great
Easter Egg Hunt in the afternoon—will anyone find the elusive Golden Egg token this
year?!
The eggs should be the children’s own work, unless you want to enter your efforts into
the ‘Family’ section.

Thursday 20th June—

CONGRATULATIONS!

 KS2 Sports at EIS, Sheffield—TBC

A massive well done and congratulations must go to all of Class 3
for their recent trip to White Hall Residential Centre. As usual, they
were really well behaved and came away with glowing praise from
the instructors and the centre staff!

Friday 21st June—

 INSET DAY
Monday 15th July—

 KS2 Production, afternoon and evening
Tuesday 16th July—

 KS2 Production, evening
Friday 19th July—

 Leaver’s Meal
Monday 22nd July—

 Whole School trip out—TBC
Tuesday 23rd July—

 Sports Day afternoon
 Close for the summer holidays
Wednesday 4th September —

 INSET DAY
Thursday 5th September—

 School begins for Autumn 1 2013

Well done to all the children who took
part in the recent Cross Country competition held at Hope Valley College. All
our children volunteered to represent the school and tried
their very best. Special mention must go to Jesse Cooper
and William Hand for their finishing places.
Benny Crowson has been officially crowned the Chess Champion of 2013.
The competition was fierce, but Benny managed to win every one of his
matches and didn’t drop even one point! Good luck to Benny and Archie
McMullan who have gained enough points to qualify for the ‘Mega Final’.
Well done to Bryn Heason for winning the Short Story Competition as
part of our World Book Day celebrations—his story was awesome!
Although the number of stories handed in to the competition was very
disappointing, the standard of the entries was really high and very
hard to judge. Well done, and a big thank you, to everyone who took
the time and energy to write a short story and enter it into the competition. Big thanks to all the parents/carers who helped with costumes
for World Book Day and who donated books for the Great Book Swap.
Well done to School Council, and Mrs Bingley, for organising
various fundraising activities for Red Nose Day. An amazing
£204.75 was raised for people who are much less fortunate than
ourselves. Extra information for all the above events can be found
on the website.
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TOILET REFURBISHMENT
At long last our brand new toilets are nearly finished! It has been a little disruptive having
the work completed during term time, however, all the children have been extremely sensible and coped superbly—well done everyone! I am sure that all
the children will join with me in saying that the new toilets are
well worth the wait as well; they are absolutely lovely. The work
was completed by Derbyshire County
Council under a 50:50 funding scheme,
so have cost the school only half of the original bill and are the last
major project that the school needed to have done. They come
complete with new extractor fans and hand dryers which should
keep both smells and costs down!

Aren’t they lovely?!

WOODWIND TUITION
As you already know we currently offer music tuition for the keyboard, penny whistle and violin,
which is really successful and the children grow in confidence with their performances and abilities.
To add to this provision, I have been recently approached by a woodwind teacher to see if anyone
would be interested in him delivering lessons within school. This would be under the same conditions
as Lara and Ria organise their lessons, with the contract being drawn up and handled outside of
school.
If anyone is interested please get in touch and I will organise an initial assembly so that you can come and see him play
and find out more about finances etc. I will need to know before the end of term to arrange an assembly after the Easter
break.

NATIONAL AUTISM AWARENESS DAY
School Council have been recently approached by a couple of parents who are doing a sponsored bike
ride from London to Brussels to raise funds for the National Autistic Society and also to try to raise
awareness about Autism and a local support group that they run in Bakewell.
School Council have agreed to help fundraise and would like to raise money through
having a non-uniform day on Thursday the 18th April—the first Thursday back after
Easter. There is also an offer from another parent to make large buns/cupcakes to sell after school on
that day, which the School Council is currently looking into. I’m sure they will say yes!

NEW UNIFORM ORDERS
The new uniform orders have been sent off and should arrive back just after the Easter break. As
usual Mrs Callis will sort out all the orders and send them home via the children. Please make sure
that all new items have the children’s names written in to help with our ever growing lost property
pile! Thank you.
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TODDLER GROUP
As you may already know, Mrs Harby runs a very successful Toddler Group in the school hall on
a Tuesday afternoon from 1.30ish to 3.10ish. Everyone who comes along seems to have a really
good time (adults and children!) and the activities are changing all the time, from playing with
toys, reading and sharing books to playdough and painting. If you know of anyone in the village
or surrounding area who may fancy coming along to the group, please let them know that they
are very welcome at any time to drop in and have a play.

WELLIES WANTED!
Have you got any unwanted wellies? Or perhaps ones that you may have grown out of? After the Easter
Holidays we will be going into the garden again and would like to add to our stock of wellies to try to keep
the mud level down within school, so any spare ones would be gratefully received. If your child would
like to bring in their own private wellies, then just name them clearly and peg them together please.

FOREST SCHOOLS—Can you help?
Mrs Bacon is currently undergoing training to become a Forest Schools Leader, which is
very exciting news for the school. As part of her training she will be running some sessions
after Easter, which we need to try to equip.
Have you got any old gardening gloves or kneeling mats that you don’t want anymore?
Maybe you have some tarpaulin hiding in the garage that you could do with getting rid of?
Any twine-like string would be extremely welcome!
If you have any old waterproof clothing that you want to get rid of, please feel free! We are going to start off with the
older children, but eventually will be rolling Forest School out right across the school. Therefore, everything and anything will be much appreciated.
If you have an old Scout/Guide/canvas type tent we would love to take it off your hands, so that we can have a bit of a
shelter whilst we build a natural one!

WWW.grindlefordprimaryschool.co.uk
As you all know our school website is now up and running and being developed and tweaked all the time.
Our next mission is to put all our school policies live on the site. This is being done as a rolling programme
as the policies come up for review—so please bear with us. As always copies of policies can always be obtained from Mrs Callis or myself in paper form.
If you click on the ’Office’ button you will find a lot of general forms are available for download from the site
e.g. medical forms, trip consent forms, plus archived newsletters and information on ‘Infection Controls in
Schools’ which gives advice on how long to keep your child off school if they are sick etc.
Each class also has a ‘blog’ page where lots of information and pictures can be found regarding the work that is being completed
within the classrooms.
Every Friday we hold our Awards Ceremony and celebrate good news from home and school. This information is then published on
the main part of the website for you to see. Any exciting events concerning the whole school are also posted on this main part.
It is lovely to have this resource to be able to tell you what we are doing in school, but it is also very nice to hear your comments too.
Please feel free to comment on any class blogs or any of the main events—it makes blogging very worthwhile and rewarding when
the staff can see people are reading the website and taking time out of very busy lives to comment.
If you would like anything adding to the website to ease communication or have any comments on it then please either pop in and
see me or speak to Mr Petts.
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DERBYSHIRE BIG DEALS
Derbyshire Big Deals would like me to pass on some information about collective energy switching. Here is their message:
Dear colleagues
I am writing to let you know about a scheme that could save you money on your household gas and electricity bills.
It’s called Derbyshire Big Deals and is run by Derbyshire County Council in partnership with consumer organisation
Which? Big Deals makes it easy for thousands of local people to join together to switch their gas and electricity supplier.
More than 8000 Derbyshire households have already put their names down for cheaper gas and electricity bills. And
more are joining every day. Why don’t you?
If you’re amongst the 60 per cent of people who have never switched energy supplier you could save more than £200 a
year. Even if you have switched before, you could still get a better deal. Joining Big Deals is free and there’s no obligation to switch.
If you complete your Big Deals registration, and you live in Derbyshire, you will be entered into a prize draw to win your
gas and electricity free for a whole year. You don’t have to switch to win.
Registration only takes a few minutes. You will need to have a recent gas or electricity bill to hand.
You can register online at www.derbyshire.gov.uk/bigdeals or if you prefer call 01629 533365 (9am-6pm Monday to Friday) or visit any Derbyshire library.
Derbyshire Big Deals is all about people getting together to switch collectively so the more people that register the
greater the bargaining power. Please tell your family and friends and share the link www.derbyshire.gov.uk/bigdeals

DERBYSHIRE CONSTABULARY
Derbyshire Constabulary would like me to share some information with you:
An online discussion is being held to give people the chance to speak to a range of experts about drugs.
During the surgery, which takes place on Wednesday, March 27, you can find out more about drugs, their effects and
where to get help with substance abuse.
By logging onto the surgery section of the police website www.derbyshire.police.uk people can speak to drug workers,
SPODA (Supporting Parents of Drug Abusers) and police officers between 3.30pm and 7pm.
You can ask questions anonymously and the panel will either respond in the chat session or through a private conversation.
This is the first time the force has ever held an online session specifically about drugs. Surgeries have previously been
held around a range of topics, including domestic abuse, road safety and hate crime.

Head lice
As with any environment filled with children, head lice are a potential visitor. To help keep these unwanted pests at bay
please do regular checks of your child’s scalp. If found treat immediately to prevent their spread. There is a wealth of
advice online: the NHS Choices pages are particularly useful.
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice/Pages/Introduction.aspx
We ask that any long hair is tied up to help prevent their spread. The best treatment is to wash hair and then use a nit
comb through conditioned hair at least two times a week. Head lice can become resistant to chemical treatments,
therefore these should be used as a last resort. If you find your child does have head lice then all their bedding, clothing, coats, hats, hoodies that come into contact with their hair should be washed at the same time, otherwise they will
just become re-infected.
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After-School Clubs

Monday:
 Gardening/Cookery Club - 3.20 till 4.30pm. Due to the cooking activities, places will be limited to 15. Please see Mrs
Bacon or Mrs Flint for more information, To begin Monday 15th April.
Tuesday:
 Yoga - All children welcome. From 3.20 to 4.15pm. There is a cost of £3 per session to be paid to Amy, the instructor. Please see Mrs Callis to sign up. To begin Tuesday 16th April.
Wednesday:
 Science Club - Open to any members of Class 2 or 3. From 3.20 to 4.00pm. Due to the practical nature of the club
places are limited to 10. Please see Mr Petts for more information. To begin Wednesday 17th April.
Thursday:
 Netball - 3.20 till 4.00pm. Open to any members of Class 2 or 3. Please see Miss Village for more information. To
begin Thursday 18th April.
 Class 1 Club - 3.20 till 4.00pm. For Class 1 only! Please see Miss Siddall for more information. To begin Thursday
18th April.
Any changes to the above information will be sent out either through text alerts or a letter. As always a big thank you must go

to the staff who run these clubs in their own free time.
Thank you.
GARDENING CLUB
Gardening Club will be starting again after aster. Last year the club was very successful and the children managed to harvest lots of crops which Emma, our school cook, added to our school dinners.
Check out the school website for the size of our magnificent strawberries! If you have any spare
plants or seeds that we can use either in our vegetable garden or in our borders around the school,
we would be very grateful. The children love to plant out and weed during lunchtimes and really enjoyed seeing the full cycle of growth last year.

SPARE CLOTHING REQUIRED
As we all find sometimes in life, little accidents can occur when we are least
expecting them! In light of this, Class 1 are running quite short of spare clothing to change into when the need arises. If you have any underpants, knickers, trousers, socks etc that you have grown out of and can donate to Class
1, we would be very grateful. The age range of these items can go as little as
you have (as sometimes our Toddler Group require help) or as big as you
like. Everything is welcome.

Have a very lovely Easter Break and we’ll
see you all back on Monday 15th April.

