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Summer Term 5

Special Events and Dates:
INSET Days:
 Monday 3rd June 2013
 Friday21st June 201
Week of 13th May—

 SATs and Testing week
Thursday 16 May—

 Whole school trip to pavilion to see Lancaster
Bombers going over in pm
Wednesday 22 May—

 PTA meeting, Sir William, 7.30pm
Thursday 23rd May—

Good gracious, it is almost May half term
already! This year is speeding along and
all too soon we will be finishing for the
summer holidays. This next term is a
time of new beginnings ; we will be welcoming new reception starters for their
taster days and wishing our Year 6’s all
the best in their new starts at Secondary
school. We are currently expecting 9
new starters into reception (we are full at
10) and I am showing around another
prospective reception starter this week—
all good news!

 Official draw for Carnival Princess

THANK YOU!

 Football 6-a-side at Bamford—TBC

As you are aware, Mrs Robinson retired
from her role of Teaching Assistant at
the end of the Easter term. She would
like me to pass on her many thanks for
all the best wishes and generous donations towards her leaving present.

Friday 24th May—

 Peak Park Drama Day for Classes 2&3
 Cocoadance with Class 1
 School closes for half term at 3.15pm
Monday 3rd June—

 INSET DAY
Tuesday 4th June—

 School open for Summer 6
 School Health to visit Y6
Wednesday 5th June—

 PTA meeting, 7.30pm, Sir William, TBC
Thursday 6th June—

 Whole School Class Photos—am
 KS2 Rounders Tournament at HVC—TBC
Friday 7th June—

 Junior Fell Race Practice run—1.30pm
Sunday 9th June—

 Carnival Opening Ceremony—TBC
Wednesday12th June—

 Infant Sports Day at HVC—9.30-11.30am

pupils becoming too territorial over where
they were building their dens which has
resulted in kicking, hitting incidents etc.
I asked what the Parish Council were going
to do and was told that they were asking
PC Boswell to do more patrols around the
area, were getting in touch with Dale
Housing and wanted me to talk to the children in assembly.
Obviously, as I am sure you will agree, I am
not very happy that our school reputation
is being talked about at Parish Council in a
negative way and therefore talked to the
children about how proud I am of this
school and them; how they are superbly
behaved in school (outstanding according
to OFSTED!) and when we take them out
on trips etc, but a few people were misbehaving outside of school and thus affecting
us all. The quote being ‘we know they
come to this school because they are wearing blue sweatshirts’.

We are very lucky and honoured that
Mrs Robinson has also agreed to carry on
working within school on a voluntary I also said that whilst names had been
basis—thank you Mrs Robinson!
mentioned to me I wasn’t going to do anything with that information, just give a
CAN YOU HELP?
gentle warning that if the behaviours conUnfortunately, last week I was ap- tinued then people would be getting
proached by a member of the Parish caught and the complaints would go
Council to talk to the children in school straight to parents. I also said that my adabout complaints that had been raised vice back to Parish Council was that as
during a Council meeting regarding be- these instances were happening in public
haviour of some of the children who at- areas then the police should be called and
tend our school.
parents informed that way.
I was asked to talk to the children about
pulling up plants, throwing things at the
old people’s windows and general behaviour around Mount Pleasant and also
about kicking footballs on the roof of the
pavilion. This came hot on the heels of a
complaint by a parent about some of our

I would be very grateful if you could have a
quiet word at home and reinforce what is
acceptable behaviour. It is a great shame
that our reputation has been damaged in
this way and I hope that, with your help,
we can start to build it up again. Thank
you for all your help with this matter.
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Special Events and Dates: -

CARNIVAL PREPARATIONS—CAN YOU HELP?

Continued:
Friday 14th June—

 Carnival Disco—TBC
Saturday 15th June—

 Carnival Day—TBC
Monday 17th June—

 Y5 at HVC for Design /Technology day
Thursday 20th June—

 KS2 Sports at EIS, Sheffield—TBC
Friday 21st June—

 INSET DAY
Wednesday 26th June—

 New Parent’s Meeting, 3.30pm
Thursday 27th June—

 New Starters morning session 8.55 to 12pm

Yes, it is that time of year again! Due to the dismal weather summer events are creeping up on us quite speedily.
Class 3 have had a go at designing the front covers for the Programme; we will be doing the official draw for Princess and Attendees on Wednesday, then after half term it
is the Junior Fell Race practice run on Friday afternoon at 1.30pm. Mr Barnett is arranging this event, so if you fancy helping out on the afternoon or on the actual evening please get in touch with him. The official Carnival Opening is on Sunday 9th
June.
I am sure that there will be a whole host of events happening during the evenings of
Carnival week, culminating in the Carnival Disco which school will host on Friday 14th
June in the evening.
On the actual Carnival Day—Saturday 15th June—the school will be doing the usual
Tai Chi demonstration, with staffs and swords this year. I will send out more information about times etc when I have more information from Carnival Committee regarding running orders etc. Plus we will be having a Tombola stall to raise money for
school.

Wednesday 3rd July—

Can you help with gifts for us to put on our stall? Any items will be welcome, espe New starters lunch and afternoon, 12 to 3.15pm cially chocolate or bottles (they will all make it to the stall—honest!) Please feel free to
Thursday 11th July—
start bringing donations in ASAP; there will be a box in Mrs Callis’ office.

 New starters whole day and lunch, 8.55 to 3.15

Thank you so much!

Monday 15th July—

 KS2 Production, afternoon and evening
Tuesday 16th July—

 KS2 Production, evening
Friday 19th July—

 Leaver’s Meal

FOREST SCHOOLS—Can you help?
Mrs Bacon is currently undergoing training to become a
Forest Schools Leader, which is very exciting news for
the school. As part of her training she will be running
some sessions after Easter, which we need to try to
equip.

Monday 22nd July—

 Whole School Summer trip out
Tuesday 23rd July—

 Sports Day afternoon
 Close for the summer holidays
Wednesday 4th September —

 INSET DAY
Thursday 5th September—

 School begins for Autumn 1 2013

Have you got any old gardening gloves or kneeling mats
that you don’t want anymore? Maybe you have some
tarpaulin hiding in the garage that you could do with getting rid of? Any twine-like
string would be extremely welcome! Any old pots/pans for ‘mud cooking’ or wooden
shelves/cupboards would also be greatly received.
If you have any old children’s waterproof clothing that you want to get rid of, please
feel free to throw it in our direction! We are going to start off with the older children,
but eventually will be rolling Forest School out right across the school. Therefore, everything and anything will be much appreciated.
If you have an old Scout/Guide/canvas type tent we would love to take it off your
hands, so that we can have a bit of a shelter whilst we build a natural one!
If you are planning on doing some pruning of your trees or have access to large logs
that could make seating areas, we would love to take any long branches etc off your
hands to further improve our garden area at school whilst we investigate the use of
other local forest areas.
Many thanks for the donations we have received already towards this project, please
keep them coming in—the more items we can recycle, the less we have to spend out!
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TODDLER GROUP
As you may already know, Mrs Harby runs a very successful Toddler Group in the school hall on
a Tuesday afternoon from 1.30ish to 3.10ish. Everyone who comes along seems to have a really
good time (adults and children!) and the activities are changing all the time, from playing with
toys, reading and sharing books to playdough and painting. If you know of anyone in the village
or surrounding area who may fancy coming along to the group, please let them know that they
are very welcome at any time to drop in and have a play.

WELLIES WANTED!
Have you got any unwanted wellies? Or perhaps ones that you may have grown out of? After the Easter
Holidays we will be going into the garden again and would like to add to our stock of wellies to try to keep
the mud level down within school, so any spare ones would be gratefully received. If your child would
like to bring in their own private wellies, then just name them clearly and peg them together please.

SCHOOL DINNERS—Change of System
On April 1st a new dinner money system came into effect. Basically the money is now paid directly into the school account and then paid out again for each meal ordered. This means that if a meal is cooked, but the child doesn’t eat it (e.g.
through illness or not being in school) the cost of the meal with come straight out of the school budget. With this in
mind, we will have to tighten up our processes. Please can you make sure that school is informed by 10.00am at the latest
if your child does not require a dinner for that day.
We will also need to tighten up when payment for school meals is received otherwise we will have a deficit budget heading on the school budget! Please can you pay your dinner money promptly to Mrs Callis every Monday morning or in
advance for every half term. When a payment letter is sent out, please can you adhere to the payment dates to avoid this
situation arising.
Thank you in advance for your help with this new system.

UNIFORM
As the weather improves (hopefully!) we will get into the usual debate of what is deemed ’acceptable’ summer uniform.
Please may I take this opportunity to reiterate the school policy as written in our school Prospectus:

‘Grindleford Primary School is very proud of its uniform. It consists of black, grey or navy trousers, shorts or skirts plus
a royal blue sweatshirt and a plain white or blue polo shirt underneath. Both our sweatshirt and our polo shirts carry the
school logo. In summer the girls may wear blue checked or striped dresses. Children should always wear suitable footwear. In summer sandals can be worn, but must be robust and supportive e.g. walking sandals, not Crocs, Flip-flops etc.’
Sometimes the girls choose to wear plain coloured leggings under their dresses to preserve their modesty which is fine,
especially if they are light grey or blue. ‘Suitable footwear’ means robust and supportive and should also be plain black if
possible. This means that the plain trainer-like shoes which are fashionable at the moment are fine, but not everyday
trainers with different colours on etc. I hope that this helps with those clothing decisions on a busy morning!

Head lice
As with any environment filled with children, head lice are a potential visitor. To help keep these unwanted pests at bay
please do regular checks of your child’s scalp. If found treat immediately to prevent their spread. There is a wealth of
advice online: the NHS Choices pages are particularly useful. (http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice/Pages/
Introduction.aspx) We ask that any long hair is tied up to help prevent their spread. The best treatment is to wash hair
and then use a nit comb through conditioned hair at least two times a week. Head lice can become resistant to chemical treatments, therefore these should be used as a last resort. If you find your child does have head lice then all their
bedding, clothing, coats, hats, hoodies, toys etc that come into contact with their hair should be washed at the same
time, otherwise they will just become re-infected.
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After-School Clubs

Monday:
 Gardening Club - 3.20 till 4.30pm. Please see Mrs Bacon or Mrs Flint for more information.
 ‘Climbing’ Club - 3.20 till 4.15pm. Due to the nature of the activities, places will be limited to 12. Please see Mrs Callis for more information. This club is kindly being run by Mr Heason and Mr Ireson.
Tuesday:
 Yoga - All children welcome. From 3.20 to 4.15pm. There is a cost of £3 per session to be paid to Amy, the instructor. Please see Mrs Callis to sign up.
Wednesday:
 Football Club - Open to any members of Class 2 or 3. From 3.20 to 4.00pm. Due to the practical nature of the club
places are limited to 12. Please see Mr Petts for more information. To begin Wednesday 5th June.
Thursday:
 Netball - 3.20 till 4.00pm. Open to any members of Class 2 or 3. Please see Miss Village for more information.
 Class 1 Club - 3.20 till 4.00pm. For Class 1 only! Please see Miss Siddall for more information.
Any changes to the above information will be sent out either through text alerts or a letter. As always a big thank you must go

to the staff/parents who run these clubs in their own free time.
Thank you.

GARDENING CLUB
Gardening Club has started again! Last year the club was very successful and the children managed to
harvest lots of crops which Emma, our school cook, added to our school dinners. Check out the school
website for the size of our magnificent strawberries! If you have any spare plants or seeds that we can
use either in our vegetable garden or in our borders around the school, we would be very grateful. The
children love to plant out and weed during lunchtimes and really enjoyed seeing the full cycle of
growth last year.

DO YOU HAVE ANY SPARE CLOTHING?
As we all find sometimes in life, little accidents can occur when we are least expecting
them! In light of this, Class 1 are running quite short of spare clothing to change into when
the need arises. If you have any underpants, knickers, trousers, socks etc that you have
grown out of and can donate to Class 1, we would be very grateful. The age range of these
items can go as little as you have (as sometimes our Toddler Group require help) or as big
as you like. Everything is welcome. Thank you so much!

LATENESS
Unfortunately, lateness is beginning to creep in again. The school bell goes at 8.55am and the children should be in
school and registered by 9.05am. If the children arrive whilst the register is still open, e.g. before 9.05am, then a late
mark will be given. If they arrive after this time then the late mark that they get will be reflected on their attendance
record which follows them through school and also has an impact on holiday requests , OFSTED etc. (More Importantly to me, the children do not like having to walk into assembly late in front of the rest of the school)

