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Term Dates—2015/2016
Autumn 1—
Mon 07.09.15 to Fri 23.10.15
Half Term—
Mon 26.10.15 to Fri 30.10.15
Autumn 2—
Mon 02.11.15 to Fri 18.12.15
Christmas Break—
Mon 21.12.15 to Fri 01.01.16
(Mon 04.01.16—INSET)
Spring 3—

21 September 2015

Autumn Term 1
Welcome to the first newsletter of this
academic year! I hope that you all had a
lovely holiday (even though the weather
wasn’t up to much) and that the children
are well rested and ready for another
exciting year in school.
A really special welcome must go to our
new Reception Year, who have started
school extremely well—a big welcome
also to our new parents and children in
other years across the school! I know
that all school staff, parents and children
will make you feel very welcome both in
school and out in the playground. Please
don’t be shy, feel free to pop in and see
me at any time with any questions or
queries—the door is always open and the
kettle is always on! We are absolutely
bursting at the seams and have started
the year with 65 pupils on roll and NO
space at all in Class 1!

ECO committee for making this happen
and especially Mrs Illingworth for all her
hard work and organisation behind the
scenes.

Although the panels are already up our
fundraising efforts will not stop! Network
Rail have just donated £600 to us; Tara
Hilton’s company SIG have donated £500;
the local shop gave us £40 and the Nolan
family gave us a gift of £200 when Jessica
left. We received £60 from a past parent,
Penny Reynolds the other day on behalf
of the ‘Quizzy Four’. Penny, her husband
and two friends had won the weekly quiz,
organised by Terry at The Sir William,
and decided to donate their substantial
winnings to our fund—how fantastic.
If the weather ever gets any better, we
will continue with Ice-Cream Fridays and
Mrs Illingworth is thinking about doing
Christmas Cards if any parent our there
would like to help her. Watch out for text
alerts.

Tues 12.04.16 to Fri 27.05.16

Another big warm welcome must go to
Miss Fielder who has joined our teaching
team in Class 1. Miss Fielder is studying
for her teaching qualification under the
School’s Direct teaching scheme. This
means that she will learn her skills whilst
being in school all year, instead of being
at University full time. This is an extremely exciting development in terms of
teaching training and also for the school
to be a part of. We are linked to
Bradwell Junior school and will welcome
their student for a placement here after
October half term.

(Mon 02.05.16—Bank Holiday)

Solar Panels

The whole school will be continuing to
learn Tai Chi on a Friday morning, with
the older children progressing to skills
involving pads and more Kung Fu.

Half Term—

You may have noticed over the summer
holidays that our solar panels have been
put up. Massive congratulations to our

Every Monday afternoon the whole
school will be learning all about Science
or taking part in Forest Schools sessions.

Tues 05.01.16 to Fri 12.02.16
Half Term—
Mon 15.02.16 to Fri 19.02.16
Spring 4—
Mon 22.02.16 to Thurs 24.03.16
Easter—

Fri 25.03.16 to Fri 08.04.16
Summer 5—
(Mon 11.04.16—INSET)

Mon 30.05.16 to Fri 03.06.16

The School Year
This year is set to be another very exciting
one in school.
Our mornings are going to stay roughly
the same, with assemblies, Literacy and
Numeracy and a continuation of the
whole school phonics project that we
have been running for the past two years.

Autumn Term 1 – C o ntin u e d
Term Dates: - Continued!
Summer 6—
Mon 06.06.16 to Tues 26.07.16
(Fri 24.06.16—INSET)

Dates: Friday 25th September—

KS2Cross Country Competition
at HVC 1.45-3.00pm
Monday 28th September—

First Aid for Classes 2 and 3
Wednesday 30th September—

Mrs Bacon is a fully trained Forest School Leader and our brilliant piece of forest up in
Haywood Woods continues to go from strength to strength. Each class will have a full
half term of Forest Schools across the year. Class 1 will be Autumn 1 and Spring 4;
Class 2 will be Autumn 2 and Summer 5 and Class 3 will be Spring 3 and Summer 6.
More details will be shared on class blogs and the calendar on the front of the school
website.
For the rest of the four afternoon sessions the staff will be teaching across the school
to their specific strengths. Mrs Bacon will now teach PHSE, Citizenship and RE; Mrs
Slack will be teaching Art and Design Technology; Miss Village will be teaching Spanish and Mr Petts will be teaching Computer Programming.
Class 3 will also continue to benefit from the Wider Opportunities Music Programme,
transferring their skills from clarinet playing to Drumming—sorry!
Other Curriculum News

We are continuing to celebrate success with ‘Star of the Week’, ‘Writer of the Week’,
‘Finer Diners’, ‘Right Choice Cards’ and House Points. Every week our Friday Celebration Assemblies will be taken by the winning House Captains from the previous weeks
Tuesday 6th October—
collection of House points. Every ‘Celebration Assembly’ will be blogged on the main
Y5/Y6 Mixed Mini Soccor Tour- school part of the school website found at www.grindlefordprimaryschool.co.uk.
Class 1 now collect house points as well. We shall also be looking at doing more Internament at HVC—TBC
House competitions this year—watch this space!

HVC Parents Meeting for Y6,
here, 7pm

Wednesday 7th October—

 PTA Meeting at Sir William,
7.30pm—all very welcome.
Thursday 8th October—

 Chatsworth Teaching Trees
Visit , Class 1—am
Friday 9th October—

 Individual Photographs,
8.30am start for family groups
and siblings
Thursday 22nd October—

 PTA Spooky Walk and Halloween Disco—6-8.30pm

The School Website
For those parents new to the school, every class has a ‘blog’ section on the website
where you can find exciting news, photographs and events that have happened within
the classrooms. If you go to the school website, the class blogs are down the right
hand side of the screen.
The school website also has a calendar on the home screen which will be updated regularly with new events and dates as they get added to the school diary.
The website also contains access to medical forms, trip forms and so on, if you click on
the office button (instead of the drop down menu) it will take you to the relevant
forms.
Holiday Requests
As I am sure you are all fully aware schools are no longer allowed to authorise holidays
within term times. Our Absence Policy can be found on the website or feel free to pop
into school and get a paper copy. Only ‘Exceptional Circumstances’ can be authorised.
The following is from our Attendance Policy:
Authorised Absences A. Illness, Medical and Dental Appointments - If the school is
satisfied that a pupil of compulsory school age is prevented from attending school by reason
of illness then the absence will be treated as authorised. Leave for medical or dental appointments may be given (i.e. the absence may be authorised) where confirmation has been
received from the parents (either in person, in writing or by a telephone call) or on production
of an appointments card. A book is maintained by the School Office for the purpose of recording pupils leaving or returning to the site during the school day.
b. Lateness - The school policy is to encourage punctuality and to actively discourage lateness as it can seriously disrupt lessons and adversely affect the child’s progress. If a child is
late and misses registration, a late mark will be recorded (this is classed as an unauthorised
absence). Obviously the school will be sympathetic if this is for a good reason.
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Dates: - Continued!

A ft e r - S c h o o l C l u b s

Friday 6th November—

 Y5/Y6 Tag Rugby Tournament
at HVC—pm—TBC
Week of 9th November—

Parent’s Evenings
Friday 20th November—

KS1 Cross Country Tournament at
HVC—TBC
Monday 7th December—

Monday:
 Construction Club - 3.20 till 4.15pm. Reception, Year 1, Year 2 children welcome to
attend. Please see Mrs Callis to sign up. To begin Monday 21st September and run
until October half term.
Wednesday:
 MineCraft Club - Open to Y4, 5, 6. From 3.20 till 4.15pm. Please see Mrs Callis to
sign up. 20 places maximum. To begin 23rd September and will until Ocotber half
term.

Tuesday 8th December—

 Sewing Club - Open to Class 2 and Class 3. From 3.20 till 4.15pm. Please see Mrs
Callis to sign up. 10 places maximum. To begin 23rd September and will run,
hopefully, until Christmas.

Class 1 Christmas Production

Thursday:

Thursday 10th December—

 Running Club - Open to everyone who can run! From 3.20 till 4.15pm. Please see
Mrs Callis to sign up. To begin 24th September and will run, hopefully, until
Christmas depending on weather conditions.

Class 1 Christmas Production

 Whole School Trip to Panto—PM
Thursday 17th December—

 School Christmas Dinner and Party
Day
Friday 18th December—

 Carol Service at St Helens—PM—
TBC

 RuggerEds - Open to all ages. From 3.20 till 4.15pm. Please see Mrs Callis for more
information and payment details. To begin 17th September. Pick up from the Pavilion.
Any changes to the above information will be sent out either through text alerts or a letter.

As always a big thank you must go to the staff who run these clubs in their own free
time. Different clubs will be run throughout the year. Thank you.

Monday 4thJanuary 2016—

A tt e n d a n c e P o l i c y c o n ti n u e d

INSET day
Week of 29th February—
 Parent’s Evenings
Thursday 3rd March—

World Book Day—TBC
Saturday 12th March—

If however a pattern of lateness starts to emerge, parents will be invited to discuss the matter with the class teacher/Headteacher in order to reach a satisfactory solution. Late is ten
minutes after the start of the morning and afternoon school sessions.
c. Exceptional Circumstances - It is for schools to determine whether an absence in this
category should be authorised or not: much will depend on the circumstances of the particular case. Generally the rule should be that only truly exceptional circumstances should be
sanctioned through authorised absence after discussion with the Headteacher. The following are only guidelines and are not an exhaustive list:

 Grindleford Gallop

Attending the wedding of a family member

Thursday 17th March—

Attending a family bereavement

Hi5 Netball competition at HVC—

Significant family illness

TBC

Days of religious observance

Thursday 24th March
 Easter Egg Competition
 Great Easter Egg Hunt

Attending a prison visit

Excluded pupils

Unauthorised Absence (Non-exhaustive examples only)
Birthdays of pupils or family members
Availability of cheap holidays and cheap travel arrangements
Days overlapping with the beginning or end of the school terms
Looking after the home, brothers and sisters
Shopping during School hours

I hope this information helps clear up any confusion. All unauthorised absences will
be sent through to Derbyshire County Council and fines may be incurred—sorry.
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Dates: - Continued!
Monday 11th April—

Music Lessons

Week of 9th May—

As some of you may already know we are able to offer a lot of individual or small group
music lessons through Peripatetic lessons. This is where trained teachers come into
school and teach pupils following a paid contract between them and yourselves.

 SATs and Testing week

This year we can offer:

Friday 20th May—



Brass Tuition with Chris Burgh (Trumpets, horns, cornets etc)

 Quadkids at HVC—pm—TBC



Woodwind Tuition with Sarah Hind (Clarinets, flutes etc)

Tuesday 24th May—



Guitar Tuition with Nick Cuttler (Spanish, Classical etc)

 Whole School, Class Group and
Y6 Photographs



Penny Whistle or Violin Tuition with Ria Costello



Keyboard Tuition with Emily Chaplais

 INSET day

Wed 25th May—Fri 27th May—
 Whitehall Residential Trip for
Class 3
Friday 17th June—
 KS1 Sports Day at HVC—pm—
TBC
Tues 21st June—Wed 22nd
June—
 Castleton Residential Trip for
Class 2

Friday 24th June—
 INSET day
Monday 18th July—
 KS2 Summer Production
Tuesday 19th July—
 KS2 Sports Day at EIS, Sheffield
Tuesday 19th July—
 KS2 Summer Production
Friday 22nd July—
 Whole School Trip Out
Monday 25th July—
 Leaver’s Meal
Tuesday 26th July—
 Leaver’s Assembly, 9.05am
 Sports Afternoon
05.09.16/06.09.16
 INSET days—TBC

If you would like your child to start learning an instrument all the teachers above have
now got spaces available. Just pop in to see Mrs Callis for contact information.

Community Sports Clubs
HVC Primary Sports Clubs
Monday evenings 4-5pm at Bamford Primary School. This club is run by Ruth Cook
and is totally inclusive. It will be a mixture of Boccia and Indoor Bowling. To book
please go to the Hope Valley College website and look under the Community/
Primary Clubs tab.
Hope Valley Hurricanes
This is a local Junior Fell Running Club, for anyone aged 8 years and upwards who
likes to run. They meet at Hope Valley Sports Ground and subs are just £30 for the
whole year. Some of our pupils already go and say it is a super friendly club. If you
are interested in joining the club or would just like some more information, then
please feel free to pop in to see Mrs Hill or talk to Matt Heason.

Security Reminder
Please may I take this opportunity to remind parents about before
school rules. As you know there will be a member of staff out on
duty at 8.45am each morning. Until this time parents are responsible for their own child/ren.
In previous years some children were being dropped off before 8.45am without any
supervision. Please can you ensure that this situation does not happen, either by staying with your child/ren till 8.45am or arranging for another parent to keep an eye on
them for you. At 8.45am, when a member of staff is on duty, you are very welcome to
escape!
Please note, that no children should be in school before the whistle goes, due to health
and safety, unless they are accompanied by an adult. If you would like to hand notes
in to Mrs Callis, then there is a blue box in the porch area to save you having to walk
through school. Please note that Mrs Callis does not work on a Wednesday!
I am sure that I can count on you for your continued help to keep all our pupils safe
and sound.
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Transfer to Secondary Education—September 2016
How scary to have to think about this subject so early on in the new school year! If your
child was born between 1st September 2004 and 31st August 2005 then you need to apply
for a secondary school place for them to start in September 2016. It is preferable for
parent’s to apply online at www.derbyshire.gov.uk/admissions and this facility is open
now. For any of you who have no access to the internet you are very welcome to come into school to apply or you can
apply by phone by ringing Call Derbyshire on 01629 533190. The closing date for the submission of applications is midnight on the 31st October 2015. Any application forms received after the closing date of midnight on the 31st
of October 2015 will be deemed as ‘late’ and not be considered until after applications received by the closing date have
all been dealt with. A placement offer will then be allocated to you on 1st March 2016. If you have applied online then
you will be able to log back on to the website to see the result and you will also receive an email. If you don’t have an
email then you will receive a letter posted second class on 1st March 2016. Lots more information about the admissions
procedure, including what happens if you don’t get the place you wanted, can be found on the website above.
Beginning Reception Education—September 2016
If your child was born between 1st September 2011 and 31st August 2012 then they will be due to start Reception in September 2016. Applications can be made online (see above information) and the system will be open from 9am on the 16th
November 2015. More information about this process will be available on www.derbyshire.gov.uk.

Uniform
Please make sure that all items of school uniform are clearly named for your child or family.
Whilst we try our best to return lost property, it is the children’s responsibility to make sure
they know where their clothing is and having names clearly marked really helps with this
learning process. More information about school uniform can be found on our school website. Any spare uniform or school clothing that you may have at home which is now too
small for your child, would be greatly appreciated in school for our ‘spares’ box. This includes plimsolls, wellies for the garden and any waterproofs for Forest School! Please make sure your child/ren has a coat
in school everyday, especially as the weather is starting to turn more inclement. Thank you.

PE KITs
Please ensure that PE kits stay in school all week. Children should have indoor black plimsolls, outdoor
trainers, school t-shirt, black shorts, tracksuit bottoms and a sweatshirt. We do not have any spare kit in
school so it is important that your child is fully equipped and all items are NAMED. Please check that all
items still fit your child! It’s amazing how much feet grow over the holidays. The details of when PE sessions are in each class can be found on the school website—www.grindlefordprimaryschool.co.uk

Tuck Shop
We have decided to give Tuck Shop a break this year so that we can have a rethink and revamp of the format. All KS1 and
Reception children are given a healthy snack everyday in the form of fruit or vegetables. If any child in KS2 would like to
bring in fresh fruit or vegetables for a break time snack they are very welcome to. To avoid any confusion of what is ‘fair’
etc. please can all parents stick to providing just actual fruit or vegetables. We are currently in negotiations with the Village Shop to see if we can work together to provide a better Tuck Shop experience. Watch this space!

Village Shop
The Village Shop are very keen to invite the older children to gain experience of working in a shop. If any Year 5/6s
would like to help out in the shop after school or at weekends, then you are very welcome to. Obviously this will need to
be agreed with parental permission to decide days and times. If you are interested see Sarah Battarbee in the shop.

Would you like to help out?
It was lovely to see how many of our parents, carers and friends of the school helped out with
the children’s learning during last year. The majority of help centred around hearing children to read, although it can be tailored to people’s strengths e.g. Cooking, art and design
etc. If you would like to help out in any of the classes, then please pop in to see the class
teachers or myself and we’ll see what we can work out.

Toddler Group
We used to have a very nice little Toddler Group running in school one afternoon a week. Unfortunately, due to other
work demands and commitments, it had to finish due to a lack of lead person. If you would like to start the group up
again—either as an individual or as a small working group—then the school and the community would be very grateful.
The older children in school sort out the hall and are in charge of fetching and carrying the equipment, so all you have to
do is be on site from 1.30pm until 3.00pm, make cups of tea and have a play and a chat! The aim of the group was to provide a safe environment for toddlers to come and play and for mums/dads/grandparents to have an arena to relax and
chat. Pop in and see me if you are interested.

Headlice!
As with any environment filled with children, head lice are a potential visitor. To help keep
these unwanted pests at bay please do regular checks of your child’s scalp. If found treat
immediately to prevent their spread. There is a wealth of advice online: the NHS Choices
pages are particularly useful.
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice/Pages/Introduction.aspx
We ask that any long hair is tied up to help prevent their spread. The
best treatment is to comb through wet hair with conditioner on it, using a proper head lice comb. If
this action is repeated every time the hair is washed then any adult head lice are combed out and
eggs do not have time to settle. If head lice are found, then all clothing, hoods, bed sheets etc (as well
as all members of the family being treated) need to be washed to prevent re-infection. As soon as we
are alerted to an outbreak, we will send a text out to all parents to check and treat.
Head Lice Combs are available from Mrs Callis if you do not already have one. Also, a quick chat
with your child about not putting their head next to other people’s also works wonders!
It only takes one family not to check their children’s hair when a text is sent out and the efforts of everyone else are wasted. PLEASE can we all pull together to help keep these creatures out of our school.

School Dinners
As you know we have all our meals cooked on site by Emma
and they are ‘Gold Award Standard’ gorgeous! Please can I
remind parents that you are required to give 2 weeks notice (in
writing please) if you wish to change from school dinners to
sandwiches or sandwiches to dinners. Emma has to order her
food two weeks in advance therefore requires two weeks notice
of changes. Any dinners that have been ordered but not eaten will unfortunately
have to be paid for, as the ingredients will have already been ordered and costed. If
you know your child will not be in school please inform school before 10am. Thank
you.
Emma will always do her best to cater for individual requirements—just let her know! The kitchen has to fill in forms
about allergies and medical eating issues now, so it is even more important that we are made aware of any medical issues
as and when they arise.

Free School Meals—Are you entitled?
As you may already know all of our Reception and Key Sage 1 children are now entitled to free school dinners. However,
you could be eligible to free school meals if your child is in KS2 as well.
Under the new funding structure for school budgets, school now gets extra money based on our free school meal numbers, which will be used to help your child progress.
If you go to www.derbyshire.gov.uk and click on the school meals link on the home page, there is a free checker tool
which will tell you if you are entitled if you are unsure.

Lunch Time Theme Meals
Sometimes we are treated to Theme Days within our school lunches. These are days when a special menu is followed and
all our children are invited to take part. Usually these theme days are advertised on the school front door or via text message. I will also advertise them in school assemblies. If sandwich children would like a dinner, all you have to do is ring
Tracey up and book them in!

ASSEMBLIES—Have You Something Interesting to Share?
As you may already know we started a new system of assemblies last year
where the pupils took over, produced and led assemblies for the whole
school on their interests and activities. This was EXTREMELY successful
and the assemblies were really interesting as well—I learnt an awful lot!
I thought that this year it would be quite a nice idea to see if ANY OF YOU
out there would like to do a quick 15 minute assembly on any of your interests/skills/hobbies/talents etc. Fancy it?
It would be superb for the children to hear about:



Your sporting achievements—did you play for County or Great Britain? Have you done pushed yourself to the
limit for charity or in memory of someone?



The job that you do and what it is all about—what adventures do you get up to in your working life? What path
did you follow to get to where you are today?



Are you an artist? Or a Ceramicist? Would you be prepared to bring in examples of your work and talk the children through your techniques and maybe even do a quick demonstration?



Do you garden? Do you keep bees? Are you a Grindleford version of Ray Mears?!



Have you got a collection of Classic Cars? Do you collect rugby memorabilia? Are you interested in history and the
past? Have you researched your family tree and found out you have amazing relatives that you could share?



Have you ever been in the Guinness Book of Records?



Do you enjoy cooking? Can you share your interests and knowledge?



Have you travelled to other countries and have photos or artefacts that the children could look at?



Do you sing in a band or play a musical instrument?

This is not an exhaustive list!!! Basically, I think there are a lot of interesting people in the Grindleford Community and it
would be lovely to broaden the children’s horizons, knowledge and interests through our assembly rota. You don’t have
to do it by yourself, but can join together in a little group if you prefer (safety in numbers and all that!).
Assembly slots are from 9.05 to about 9.30am on Mondays and Wednesdays—although we can jiggle days and times to
suit if that is a problem.
If you are interested, just pop in and see me and we’ll sign you up on the assembly rota—or email me on headteacher@grindlefordprimaryschool.co.uk

CYBER and INTERNET Safety—Do you need any help?
These days many children have access to the internet through many
devices such as tablets, games consoles and phones. We, as adults,
know how brilliant the world of the internet can be, BUT, we also know
the horrors that lurk just beneath the surface.
Even though the official age to have a Facebook page is 14 years, a lot of
parents would be surprised how many of our children talk about being
‘on’ Facebook. Do you know whether your child has a page set up? Do
you know if your child has been on SnapChat? When your child is
playing their Xbox or PlayStation, were you aware that they can be talking to complete strangers whilst playing the game?
There are many, many ways that children can be in extremely unsafe situations, without them even knowing it, or indeed,
you as parents knowing it. There was an article recently where a Granny had tried to search for e-books for her granddaughter’s Kindle as a birthday present and had accessed a lot of books that were definitely not suitable and were extremely explicit. Whilst we could pass this over as a ‘silver surfer’ moment, what if your children put an innocent search
request into their tablet and the filters didn’t work efficiently enough or were not set up in the first place? I know that I
would struggle to have the technical knowledge to know that all my filters have been set up correctly. So...what can we
do about it?
Mr Petts is offering to run an afterschool workshop for any parents who would like to find out about how to lock down
their children’s tablets or filter different websites etc. Or indeed, just have general questions about keeping children (or
yourselves) safe online.
If you are interested in attending a workshop, then please either pop in to see Mr Petts or email him on
mrpetts@grindlefordprimaryschool.co.uk, so that he can gauge interest and topics that people would like help on.
You may also be interested in reading the substantial amount of information about E-Safety that is already on our school
website. Just go to the tabs along the top to E-Safety and a drop down menu will appear. This area is updated as new
ideas and advice is issued, so keep checking it.

Thank You!
A massive thank you must go to all our parents, past and present, who helped the school during last year by being part of our extremely successful PTA. Without this support the school
would not function half as well as it does. As a parent of a child at school, you are automatically a member of the PTA.
Thank you to the PTA for all their fundraising efforts over the years and their keenness to
start again this year! Your efforts are very much appreciated.
The next PTA event is a fun one for the children to enjoy. On Thursday 22nd October, there
will, hopefully, be a Spooky Walk up in Haywood Woods, followed by a spooky Disco at
school, with hot dogs being served. If you fancy being part of this awesome event, then
please pop along to the next PTA meeting on Wednesday 7th October, 7.30pm in The Sir William. If you just fancy a drink and a chat—feel free to come along too! A lot of the PTA members stay around after
the meeting has ended and have a very pleasant evening in the pub, getting to know other parents and chilling out.

Apologies
Many apologies for the size of this newsletter—I hope you have all read it!!! We seem to have hit the floor running this
year and lots of opportunities are popping up for the children all over the place.

