
Welcome to the first newsletter of this 

academic year!  I hope that you all had a 

lovely holiday (wasn’t the weather fabu-

lous?) and that the children are well rest-

ed and ready for another exciting year in 

school.   

A really special welcome must go to our 

new Reception Year, who have started 

school extremely well—a big welcome 

also must go to our new parents!  I know 

that all school staff, parents and children 

will make you feel very welcome both in 

school and out in the playground.  Please 

don’t be shy, feel free to pop in and see 

me at any time with any questions or 

queries—the door is always open and the 

kettle is always on! 

Congratulations! 

I know that you will all join me in saying 

congratulations to Mrs Slack following 

her wedding in the holidays.  She would 

like to take this opportunity to say a big 

“Thank You” to all the parents who 

wished her well and contributed to her 

wedding present at the end of term. 

Exciting Changes for this School Year! 

This year is set to be a very exciting one 

in school as we have made quite a few 

changes to our teaching week—maybe 

your children have already told you 

about some of them? 

Our mornings are going to stay roughly 

the same, with assemblies, Literacy and 

Numeracy and a continuation of the 

whole school phonics project that we 

introduced last year. 

The whole school will be continuing to 

learn Tai Chi on a Friday morning, with 

the older children progressing to skills  
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 involving pads! 

The main changes are going to happen in 

the afternoons.  Every Monday afternoon 

the whole  school will be learning all 

about Science or taking part in Forest 

Schools sessions.  As some of you already 

know, Mrs Bacon is currently training to 

be a Forest School Leader and the Nation-

al Trust have very kindly allocated us a 

brilliant piece of forest up in Haywood 

Woods for us to use.  We have set out a 

teaching circle and fire pit and Class 3 are 

currently designing and building a shel-

ter! 

Each class will have a full half term of 

Forest Schools across the year.  Class 1 will 

be Autumn 1 and Spring 4; Class 2 will be 

Autumn 2 and Summer 5 and Class 3 will 

be Spring 3 and Summer 6.  More details 

will be shared on class blogs. 

For the rest of the four afternoon sessions  

the staff will be teaching across the school 

to their specific strengths.  Mrs Bingley 

will be continuing to teach PHSE, Citizen-

ship and RE; Mrs Slack will be teaching 

Art and Design Technology; Miss Village 

will be teaching Spanish and Mr Petts will 

be teaching Information Technology.  

This is a very exciting opportunity for all 

the staff to teach all the different age 

groups within school and will also provide 

superb progression for the children! 

Other Curriculum News 

We are continuing to celebrate success 

with ‘Star of the Week’, ‘Writer of the 

Week’, ‘Finer Diners’, ‘Right Choice Cards’ 

and House Points.  Every week our Friday 

Celebration Assemblies will be taken by 

the winning House Captains from the 

previous weeks collection of House  

Special Events and Dates: 

INSET 

 Monday 6th January 2014 

 Monday 2nd June 2014 

 Friday20th June 2014 

 Wednesday 23rd July 2014 

Term Dates—2013/2014 

Autumn 1— 

Thurs 05.09.13 to Fri 25.10.13 

Half Term— 

Mon 28.10.13 to Fri 01.11.13 

Autumn 2— 

Mon 04.11.13 to Fri 20.12.13  

Christmas Break— 

Mon 23.12.13 to Fri 03.01.14 

(Mon 06.01.14—INSET) 

Spring 3— 

Tues 07.01.14 to Fri 14.02.14 

Half Term— 

Mon 17.02.14 to Fri 21.02.14 

Spring 4— 

Mon 24.02.14 to Fri 11.04.14 

Easter— 

Mon 14.04.14 to Fri 25.04.14 

Summer 5— 

Mon 28.04.14 to Fri 23.05.14 

(Mon 05.05.14—Bank Holiday) 

Half Term— 

Mon 26.05.14 to Fri 30.05.14 



Autumn Term 1– Continued  
points.  Every ‘Celebration Assembly’ will be blogged on the main school part of the 

school website  found at www.grindlefordprimaryschool.co.uk.   

As part of our rewards system we have in previous years had ‘Golden Time’.  This year 

we have decided to concentrate on just giving the rewards celebrated in Friday assem-

blies, as detailed earlier.  This means that if any child is having trouble following 

school rules, instead of having to wait until the end of Friday afternoon for their sanc-

tion, they will get a much more immediate sanction the following break or lunch time.  

These sanctions will come in 5 minute increments  and will involve not taking part in 

playtime until their time is up.  Much the same system as losing Golden Time. 

For those parents new to the school, every class has a ‘blog’ section on the website 

where you can find exciting news, photographs and events that have happened within 

the classrooms.  If you go to the school website, the class blogs are down the right 

hand side of the screen. 

The school website  now has a calendar on the home screen which will be updated 

regularly with new events and dates as they get added to the school diary. 

Changes for Class 3 

The exciting addition to Class 3’s timetable is that every week they will be having les-

sons on the clarinet.  This is part of Derbyshire County Council’s Music Partnership 

work and is the same scheme that we ran a couple of years ago when the children 

learnt to play the violin.  Every member of Class 3 (including Mr Petts) will be given a 

clarinet for the year and will learn all aspects of playing the instrument together.  

Hopefully we will be able to hear them perform by Christmas! 

Modern Foreign Language Teaching 

As I have already spoken about, Miss Village will be teaching Spanish across the whole 

school as our chosen Modern Foreign Language.  The children have been learning 

French, with Madam Baillie, for the past two years and hopefully this will give them a 

really good grounding in different language speaking. 

Dominique will still be coming into school during lunchtimes to offer Modern Foreign 

Language tuition if parents would like their child to continue with French or learn 

different aspects of Spanish.  Dominique has already sent out a letter to advertise her 

clubs, so pop into the school office if you are interested but it has gone awry.  Class 3 

are being offered French on Monday lunchtimes with Dominique; the whole school are 

being offered Spanish on a Wednesday lunchtime with Dominique and a lady called Jo 

will be picking up French for Class 2 and Class 1 on Thursday lunchtimes. 

After School Clubs 

As usual the school staff will be running afterschool clubs throughout the week, as 

detailed later in this newsletter.  I must stress again that staff run these clubs in their 

free time and out of the goodness of their hearts.  We are very lucky as a school that 

they are willing to do so.  Please can any parent who signs their child up to the clubs 

make sure that their child really wants to take part and that they are picked up 

promptly when the club finishes, so that goodwill is cherished and appreciated.  Thank 

you in advance for your help with this. 

Yoga is available again on Tuesday evenings and is the only afterschool club that is run 

by a specialist trainer and therefore has a small fee attached.  Amy is absolutely lovely 

and only charges £3 per session, therefore Autumn 1 would cost £21 in total.   

Term Dates: - Continued! 

Summer 6— 

(Mon 02.06.14—INSET) 

Tues 03.06.14 to Tues 22.07.14 

(Fri 20.06.14—INSET) 

(Wed 23.07.13—INSET) 

Dates: -  

Tuesday 17th September— 

Y6 parents meeting with HVC 

Staff re Secondary School—

7.00pm, here 

Sunday 22nd September— 

PTA Pool Party at Hathersage 

Pool 5-6pm 

Wednesday 25th September— 

PTA Meeting, Sir William, 

7.30pm 

Wednesday 2nd October— 

Class 1 trip to Chatsworth—

TBC 

Friday 4th October— 

 Harvest Festival—TBC 

 Week of 11th November— 

Parent’s Evenings 

Monday 9th December— 

Class 1 Christmas Production 

Tuesday 10th December— 

Class 1 Christmas Production 

Tuesday 17th December— 

 School Christmas Lunch and Party 

Day 

Wednesday 18th December— 

 Whole School Trip to Panto—AM 

Friday 20th December— 

 Carol Service—TBC 
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Dates: - Continued! 

 Monday 20th January 2014— 

Young Voices Concert, Sheffield 

Week of 3rd March— 

 Parent’s Evenings 

 Thursday 6th March— 

World Book Day—TBC 

Saturday 8th March— 

 Gallop—TBC 

Wed 26th March—Fri 28th March  

 Class 3 Residential trip to White 

Hall 

Friday 11th April— 

 Easter Egg Competition 

 Great Easter Egg Hunt 

Week of 12th May— 

 SATs and Testing week 

Friday 6th June— 

 Junior Fell Race Practice—TBC 

Sunday 8th June— 

 Carnival Opening Ceremony—

TBC 

Friday 13th June— 

 Carnival Disco—TBC 

Saturday 14th June— 

 Carnival Day—TBC 

Wednesday 25th  June— 

 New Starter Meeting, 3.30pm—

TBC 

Thursday 26th June— 

 New Starters AM, 9-12pm—

TBC 

Friday 4th July— 

 New Starters PM, 1-3.15pm—

TBC 

Monday 14th July— 

 KS2 Production evening—TBC 

A ft e r - S c h o o l  C l u b s  

Monday:   

 Monday Club - 3.20 till 4.00pm.  Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3 children wel-

come to attend.  The sessions will be a mixture of fun activities from learning lan-

guages to creating things.  Please see Miss Village for more information,  To begin 

Monday 9th September. 

 Young Voices Choir - For Year 4 upwards—only open to people interested in at-

tending Young Voices in January please.  From 3.20 to 4.00pm.  Please see Mrs 

Slack for more information.  To begin 9th September. 

Tuesday: 

 Yoga - All children welcome.  From 3.20 to 4.15pm.  There is a cost of £3 per ses-

sion or £21 for the half term, paid to Amy, the instructor.  Please see Mrs Callis to 

sign up.  To begin Tuesday 10th September. 

Thursday:  

 Zumba - Open to everyone!  From 3.20 till 4.00pm.  Please see Mrs Bacon or Mrs 

Flint for more information.  To begin 12th September.  

 Film Director Club - For Year 3 upwards.  Restricted to 54 places, on a first-come-

first-served basis.  From 3.20 till 4.00pm.  Please see Mr Petts for more infor-

mation.  To begin 12th September.  

Any changes to the above information will be sent out either through text alerts or a letter.  

As always a big thank you must go to the staff who run these clubs in their own free 

time.   Different clubs will be run throughout the year.   Thank you. 

Thank You! 

Thank You! 

A massive thank you must go to all our parents, past and present, who helped the 

school during last year.  We managed to raise about £100 during the Carnival Disco for 

the Carnival Committee, followed by a massive £235 for our school funds on our Tom-

bola stall at the Carnival itself.  Thank you so much to everyone who donated prizes 

and then came back and bought tickets to try to win them back! 

Thank you to our very active PTA for the superb Picnic Night where the Climbing Wall 

was officially opened by Ben Heason and the pond area by Jez Platts.  It was a lovely 

evening, enjoyed by everyone.  Thank you to the PTA for all their fundraising efforts 

over the years and their keenness to start again this year!  Your efforts are very much 

appreciated. 

First PTA Event of the Year—PTA Pool Party 

The PTA will be holding their annual Pool Party on Sunday 22nd September at Hather-

sage Outdoor Pool.  The party will be between 5-6pm and is open to all our families.  

This is a lovely way to catch up with old friends and also for new parents to come 

along and meet other parents in a very social and friendly environment.  Please see 

Mrs Heason (Bryn and Dylan’s mum) or any other PTA member for more information. 
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W o o d w i n d  L e s s o n s  

P e n n y  W h i s t l e  a n d  V i o l i n  L e s s o n s  

Ria will be again offering penny whistle and violin tuition this year.  If you are 

interested in learning these instruments, then please pop into the office for 

further information.  Ria’s lessons will take place on Friday mornings and have 

already started!  If you are interested in learning to play either penny whistle or violin 

with Ria please pop into the office and tell us.   

T o d d l e r  G r o u p  

PE KITs 

Please ensure that PE kits stay in school all week.  Children should have indoor black 

plimsolls, outdoor trainers, school t-shirt, black shorts, tracksuit bottoms and a sweat-

shirt.  We do not have any spare kit in school so it is important that your 

child is fully equipped and all items are NAMED.  Please check that all 

items still fit your child!  It’s amazing how much feet grow over the holi-

days.  The details of when PE sessions are in each class can be found on 

the  school website—www.grindlefordprimaryschool.co.uk 

As some of you may remember from last year we will be able to offer woodwind les-

sons this year with an instructor named Ben Simnett.  For all those parents who signed 

up at the end of last year, Ben should have been in touch with you over the summer 

and is going to start delivering lessons on Tuesday 1oth September at 11.00am.  If you 

are interested in beginning woodwind lessons or would like more information about 

cost etc, please pop into the school office. 

Dates: - Continued! 

Tuesday 15th July— 

 KS2 Production evening—TBC 

Friday 18th July— 

 Leaver’s Meal 

Monday 21st July— 

 Whole School Trip Out—TBC 

Tuesday22nd July— 

 Leaver’s Assembly, 9.05am 

 Sports Afternoon 

Wednesday 23rd July— 

 INSET day 

 

2014/2015 

Friday 5th September 2014— 

 INSET day 

Monday 8th September 2014— 

 Children in for start of Autumn 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our weekly Toddler Group will be starting again on the 10th September.  

A big thank you must go to Mrs Harby (and the other mums and dads) 

for organising it so well every week.  It begins at 1.30pm and runs until 

roughly 3.05pm, however, it is very informal and designed to allow par-

ents/carers to drop in whenever they are free.  Just pop into school if 

you would like more information... it would be lovely to see you! 

K e y b o a r d  L e s s o n s  

Lara will be working alongside us again this year to deliver keyboard lessons to anyone 

who is interested in learning to play.  Lara has a few spaces left if anyone is interested 

in starting lessons.  Again, please pop into the office to register your interest. 

Security Reminder 

Please may I take this opportunity to remind parents about before 

school rules.  As you know there will be a member of staff out on 

duty at 8.45am each morning.  Until this time parents are responsi-

ble for their own child/ren.   

We became aware in previous years that some children were being dropped off before 

8.45am without any supervision.  Please can you ensure that this situation does not 

happen, either by staying with your child/ren till 8.45am or arranging for another par-

ent to keep an eye on them for you.   

 I am sure that I can count on you for your continued help and consideration. 
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How scary to have to think about this subject so early on in the new school year!  All 

Year 6 parents will receive a letter regarding secondary school transfer during the week 

commencing 9th September 2013.  The letter will contain details of how to apply for 

your child’s secondary school.  It is preferable for parent’s to apply online at www.derbyshire.gov.uk/admissions and 

this facility will be available from the 9th September.  For any of you who have no access to the internet you are very 

welcome to come into school to apply or you can apply by phone by ringing Call Derbyshire on 01629 533190.  Parent’s 

who would prefer a paper application form can obtain one from the Admissions and Appeals team by emailing admis-

sions@derbyshire.gov.uk or by ringing 01629 533499. 

The closing date for the submission of applications is midnight on the 31st October 2013.  (Paper submissions 

need to be returned to ensure that they arrive before the 31st of October).  Any application forms received after the 

closing date of midnight on the 31st of October 2013 will be deemed as ‘late’ and not be considered until after applica-

tions received by the closing date have all been dealt with.   

All this information will be in the pack that is sent out to you.  If parents wish to access independent advice or infor-

mation on school admissions you can contact the Children’s Legal Centre at www.childrenslegalcentre.com or ring the 

advice line on 08088 020 008. 

Transfer to Secondary Education—September 2014 

U n i f o r m  

Please make sure that all items of school uniform are clearly named for your child or family.  

Whilst we try our best to return lost property, it is the children’s responsibility to make sure 

they know where their clothing is and having names clearly marked really helps with this 

learning process. 

More information about school uniform can be found on our school website. 

Any spare uniform or school clothing that you may have  at home which is 

now too small for your child, would be greatly appreciated in school for our ‘spares’ box.  This includes 

plimsolls and wellies for the garden!   

A r e  y o u  h a v i n g  a  n e w  k i t c h e n  o r  a  g e n e r a l  c l e a r  o u t ?  

As part of our Forest School sessions we would like to try to set up a ‘Mud Kitchen’ in the garden.  Have you got any old 

pots or pans, baking trays, shelving etc that you would like to get rid of?  We would really appreciate any items that you 

can throw our way. 

If you have any old waterproof clothing (trousers or coats), hats, tracksuit bottoms, wellies etc that your children have 

now grown out of but could still fit children within school, we would love to relieve you of them!  As every class will be 

taking part in Forest Schooling, it would be very good if we have a stock of ‘spare’ clothing for anyone who forgets their 

kit.  Thank you in advance for your help! 

T u c k  S h o p  

Mrs Bingley will be starting school tuck shop again on Monday the 16th September.  The 

items on offer are along the lines of yoghurt in tubes, cheese strings, rice cakes etc and do 

not cost a lot of money.  No child should need to spend more than 50p maximum at the 

tuck shop.  Tuck shop will only be available on Monday break times so please do not send 

any money in with your child on any other day, just in case it gets lost or mislaid.  All the 

children are responsible for looking after their own money, although I am sure Mrs Slack 

will look after purses for the little ones.   



W o u l d  y o u  l i k e  t o  h e l p  o u t ?  

It was lovely to see how many of our parents, carers and friends of the school helped out with 

the children’s learning during last year.  The majority of help centred around hearing chil-

dren to read, although it can be tailored to people’s strengths e.g. Cooking, art and design 

etc.  If you would like to help out in any of the classes, then please pop in to see the class 

teachers or myself and we’ll see what we can work out. 

H e a d l i c e !  

As with any environment filled with children, head lice are a potential visitor.  To help keep 

these unwanted pests at bay please do regular checks of your child’s scalp.  If found treat 

immediately to prevent their spread.  There is a wealth of advice online: the NHS Choices 

pages are particularly useful.   

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice/Pages/Introduction.aspx 

We ask that any long hair is tied up to help prevent their spread.   The 

best treatment is to comb through wet hair with conditioner on it, using a proper head lice comb.  If 

this action is repeated every time the hair is washed then any adult head lice are combed out and eggs 

do not have time to settle.  If head lice are found, then all clothing, hoods, bed sheets etc (as well as 

all members of the family being treated) need to be washed to prevent re-infection.  As soon as we are 

alerted to an outbreak, we will send a text out to all parents to check and treat. 

School Dinners 

As you know we have all our meals cooked on site by Emma 

and they are ‘Gold Award Standard’ gorgeous!  Please can I 

remind parents that you are required to give 2 weeks notice (in 

writing please) if you wish to change from school dinners to 

sandwiches or sandwiches to dinners.  Emma has to order her 

food two weeks in advance therefore requires two weeks notice 

of changes.  Any dinners that have been ordered but not eaten will unfortunately have 

to be paid for, as the ingredients will have already been ordered and costed.  If you 

know your child will not be in school please inform school before 10am.  Thank you. 

Free School Meals—Are you entitled? 

To be eligible for free school meals you must be in receipt of Income Support or income based Jobseeker’s Allowance, or 

the guarantee element of State Pension Credit; or Child Tax Credit (with an annual income of less than £14,495).  Any-

body claiming Working Tax Credit is not eligible. 

Under the new funding structure for school budgets, school now gets extra money based on our free school meal num-

bers.   

If you fit the criteria, please pop in and see us or log on to www.derbyshire.gov.uk and click on the school meals link on 

the home page. 

Lunch Time Theme Meals 

Sometimes we are treated to Theme Days within our school lunches.  These are days when a special menu is followed and 

all our children are invited to take part.  Usually these theme days are advertised on the school front door or via text mes-

sage.  I will also advertise them in school assemblies.  If sandwich children would like a dinner, all you have to do is ring 

Tracey up and book them in! 

The next Theme Day is on Wednesday the 18th of September and is the ‘Great Derbyshire Roast Dinner Day’.  If your 

child has sandwiches and would like to have a roast dinner next Wednesday, please see Tracey by 10.00am on Wednesday 

11th September.  Sorry for the short notice, but the extra food will need to be ordered. 


