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Autumn Term 1

Special Events and Dates:
INSET
 Wednesday 4th January 2012
 Friday 1st June 2012
 Friday22nd June 2012

Diary Dates:

Wow! We are at the end of the first half
term already and what a half term it has
been! We have had lots of exciting days
in school and lots of visitors coming to
see us.
OFSTED—OUTSTANDING!

Week of 31st October—

No Dominique for French or
Spanish Clubs for just this week
Monday 31st October—

PTA Spooky Walk and Disco
Wednesday 2nd November—

PTA Gallop Meeting, 7.30pm,
Sir William
Week of 7th November—

Parent’s Evenings
Tuesday 15th November—

Whole school to The Maynard
to make Christmas Puddings
Friday 18th November—

Class 3 to Stockport Air Raid
Shelter and Museum
Monday 5th December—

Young Voices, afternoon rehearsal and evening concert
Tuesday 13th December—

School Christmas Lunch and
Party Day
Friday 16th December—

Whole School Pantomime Trip
Monday 19th December—

Class 1 Christmas Production—
afternoon and evening

One of our most exciting events this half
term has been our random subject inspection for ICT! Mr Anthony Green
visited us on the 4th of October on behalf of OFSTED and spent the whole day
having a lovely time, talking to the children, seeing them in action on the computers, looking at planning and resources and happily trawling through all
their work on the system! He was very
impressed and graded us as OUTSTANDING overall. A massive thank
you must go to all the children and all
the staff for their hard work and dedication to moving this school ever forward.
If you would like to read the full report it
is
on
the
school
website —
www.grindlefordprimaryschool.co.uk.
Roald Dahl
We have taken part in
lots of exciting work to do
with Roald Dahl, where
the children have researched, made, written
and listened to lots of
interesting facts and features. Class 2 and 3 even got to take part
in an online interview with the famous
illustrator Quentin Blake! The culmination of all this work was a superb day

where the
children
dressed up
as
their
favourite
characters
from Roald Dahl books and raised money
for his charity. A grand total of £68.78
was raised, thank you! Check out the
website for the full gallery of pictures.
Thank you!
A big thank you to everyone
who donated fruit, vegetables,
jam and tins to our annual
Harvest Festival. As usual we
celebrated Harvest in St
Helen’s Church, which was lovely. A big
thank you to those of
you that braved the rain
and came to join us. All
the gifts have been donated to Moorland
House in Hathersage.
URGENT!
There are two special
themed lunch time events
coming up after half term.
The first is a Bonfire Lunch
on Friday 4th of November. This is also open to
any children who bring in a packed lunch
and would like to take part.
The second event is called
Get Eating and is an opportunity for parents to join us for
a school lunch, as well as
packed lunch children. If you
would like to take part, or your child
would like to take part, we need names by
Friday 21st October! Don’t miss out!
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Dates: - Continued!
Tuesday 20th December—

Carol Concert, 9.30am at St
Helen’s

Advanced Notice!
Wednesday 11th January—

PTA Meeting, 7.30pm at the Sir
William

After-School Clubs
Monday:
 Running Team Club - 3.20 till 4.00pm. All serious runners of any age welcome.
The first session will be trials to determine the members of the club and school
running team. Please see Mrs Parkin for more information.
Wednesday:

Week beginning 27th February—

 Young Voices Choir - For Year 4 upwards—only open to people interested in attending Young Voices in December please. From 3.20 to 4.15pm. Please see Miss
Siddall for more information.

Parent’s Evenings

Thursday:

Saturday 10th March—

GALLOP Day

 Netball - 3.20 till 4.00pm. Open to any members of Class 2 or 3. Please see Miss
Siddall for more information.

Wednesday 21st march to Friday
23rd March—

 ICT Club - 3.20 till 4.00pm. Open to any members of Class 1. Please see Mr Petts
for more information. Only 10 places—first come first served! To begin 3rd Nov.

Class 3 Residential trip to
Whitehall
Wednesday 28th March—

Any changes to the above information will be sent out either through text alerts or a letter.

As always a big thank you must go to the staff who run these clubs in their own free
time. Different clubs will be run throughout the year.

PTA Meeting, 7.30pm at the Sir
William

Thank you.

Friday 30th March—

Spooky Walk and Disco

Easter Egg Competition

On the first Monday back after half term the children are invited
to take part in the PTA Spooky Walk and Disco. The walk starts
at 5.30pm in the Pavilion car park and is open to all ages, with
accompanying adults. After the walk, the children are invited to
come to school for a disco and a traditional hot dog supper! The
disco starts at 6.15pm until 7.45pm. Parents are invited to drop off school age children
and have a social drink with other parents at the Sir William before collecting the children at the end of the disco. It should be a really fun night!

Wednesday 9th May—

PTA meeting, 7.30pm at the Sir
William
Week beginning 14th May—

SATs week
Wednesday 13th June—

KS2 to Institute of Sport

Pedal Peak District—On Yer Bike!

Wednesday 27th June—

Mrs Codd (Flynn and Oscar’s mum) has kindly arranged for Pedal
Ready Peak District to come to the village over half term to talk to
families about cycling and how to look after your bike. If you are
interested in the free event, please either ring Kate on 630 294 or see
her in the school yard.

PTA meeting, 7.30pm at the Sir
William
Friday 13th July—

Leaver’s Meal—TBC
Monday 16th July—

KS2 Production—TBC
Tuesday 17th July—

KS2 Production—TBC

Winter Weather
As the weather gets colder and a little more inclement the children will need to
bring in a suitably warm and waterproof coat. We try to let the children get lots of
fresh air so we do all go outside in drizzle and light rain.
During the Autumn months we will still be using the Trim Trail at any opportunity that we can, so please remember children need sensible shoes to be
safe on the equipment. In wet weather they will still require Wellingtons. As
always please make sure all items of clothing are named!
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Advanced Notice!

WWW.GRINDLEFORDPRIMARYSCHOOL.CO.UK

- continued

Are you missing out? During the summer of last year we

Friday 20th July—

successfully launched our new interactive website. The website
is designed not only to give you information about the school
Whole School Sports Day
but also to give you regular updates about what is happening in
the school as a whole or within individual
classes. You can see galleries of pictures
As always, dates may change or
from
school
trips,
learn
the way subtraction is taught, celebrate
more events added in! Please see
texts, letters, or website for fur- the Stars of the Week and comment on many other interesting
and fun items! We are looking into developing it further, having
ther updates.
the children publishing blog postings themselves and we would love you to share in
them. The website is being constantly updated with policies as they are reviewed and
information that you may want to read about the school—Don’t miss out! On the
Term Dates—2011/2012
website there is the facility for you to subscribe and receive email alerts whenever anyAutumn 1—
thing new is published. You can do this for the main site, and for individual classes.
Currently we only have 16 subscribers to the main site; Class 1 has 3 followers; Class 2
Wed 07.09.11 to Fri 21.10.11
has 4 followers and Class 3 only has the one!
Half Term—

Mon 24.10.11 to Fri 28.10.11
Autumn 2—
Mon 31.10.11 to Tues 20.12.11
Christmas Break—
Wed 21.12.11 to Tues 03.01.12
(Wed 04.01.12—INSET)
Spring 3—

School Dinners
As you know we have all our meals cooked on site by Emma and they
are Gold Award Standard gorgeous! Please can I remind
parents that you are required to give 2 weeks notice (in
writing please) if you wish to change from school dinners to
sandwiches or sandwiches to dinners. Emma has to order her food two
weeks in advance therefore requires two weeks notice of changes. Any
dinners that have been ordered but not eaten will unfortunately have to be
paid for, as the ingredients will have already been ordered and costed. Thank you.

Thurs 05.01.12 to Fri 10.02.12
Half Term—

Free School Meals—Are you entitled?

Easter—

To be eligible for free school meals you must be in receipt of Income Support or income based Jobseeker’s Allowance, or the guarantee element of State Pension Credit;
or Child Tax Credit (with an annual income of less than £14,495). Anybody claiming
Working Tax Credit is not eligible. Under the new funding structure for school budgets, school now gets extra money based on our free school meal numbers. If you fit the
criteria, please pop in and see us!

Mon 02.04.12 to Fri 13.04.12

CLOSING DATE: 31st October 2011—Transfer to Secondary Education

Mon 13.02.12 to Fri 17.02.12
Spring 4—
Mon 20.02.12 to Fri 30.03.12

Summer 5—
Mon 16.04.12 to Thurs 31.05.12
(Fri 01.06.12—INSET)
Half Term—
Mon 05.06.12 to Fri 08.06.12
Summer 6—
Mon 11.06.12 to Fri 20.07.12

By now you should have received your information
about applying for Secondary school places for September 2012. REMINDER: The closing date for the
submission of applications is midnight on Monday 31st October 2011. (Paper submissions need to be returned by end of
school on Friday 21st October 2011). It is preferable for parent’s to apply online at
www.derbyshire.gov.uk/admissions. For any of you who have no access to the internet you are very welcome to come into school to apply or you can phone Call Derbyshire on 08456 058 058. Parent’s who would prefer a paper application form can obtain one from the Admissions and Appeals team by emailing admissions@derbyshire.gov.uk or by ringing 01629 537499.
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Security Reminder
Please may I take this opportunity to remind parents about before school rules, especially as the
darker mornings are almost upon us. As you know there will be a member of staff out on duty at
8.45am each morning. Until this time parents are responsible for their own child/ren.
We became aware last year that some children were being dropped off before 8.45am without any
supervision. Please can you ensure that this situation does not happen in the future, either by staying
with your child/ren till 8.45am or arranging for another parent to keep an eye on them for you.
The green gate that leads to the bin area is also locked, meaning that access can only be gained from
the side gate or the playground gates.
These changes are for the health and safety of our children, so I am sure that I can count on you for
your continued help and consideration.

PE KITs
Please ensure that PE kits stay in school all week, especially if your child attends running club on
a Monday night. Children should have indoor black plimsolls, outdoor trainers, school t-shirt,
plain black or blue shorts, tracksuit bottoms and a sweatshirt. We do not have any spare kit in
school so it is important that your child is fully equipped. Please make sure that everything is
named! We will try to do PE every week, unless the weather is really inclement, so the children
need to have extra warm clothing especially as we are approaching Christmas.

Winter Bugs!
As we start to enter the season of flu and colds, may I take this opportunity to remind
you of Derbyshire County Council’s guidelines for illness.
If you child has suffered from diarrhoea and/or vomiting they should be kept away
from school for 48 hours from the last episode of diarrhoea or vomiting.
After the nasty outbreaks of flu like illnesses last year, Derbyshire County Council issued new guidelines for parents
with pupils of school age to follow, to avoid infecting other pupils and staff. These are as follows:
‘Pupils with flu like symptoms (these include: fever of greater than 38 degrees celsius, dry
chesty cough, sneezing, aching muscles, sore throat and headache) should stay away from
school until they are symptom free. If children feel ill with flu like symptoms whilst at school
they should be isolated and sent home. They should keep warm, rest and drink lots of fluids to
prevent dehydration.’
As a school we will be following these guidelines and thank you in advance for your cooperation.
If you would like to see the document ‘Guidance on Infection Control in Schools and Other Childcare Settings’ please
pop into the office. These will also be published on the website shortly.

GALLOP!
ADVANCE NOTICE: The Gallop will be taking place on Saturday 10th March 2012. All help would
be greatly appreciated. Please see Mrs Barnett to sign up to volunteer.
CAN YOU HELP? Do you have a spare unwanted dishwasher? The pavilion could
really do with one, especially around Gallop time. If you think you can help, please
see Mr Blowen.

