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Autumn Term 1
Welcome to the first newsletter of this
academic year! I hope that you all had a
lovely holiday (wasn’t the weather fabulous?) and that the children are well rested and ready for another exciting year in
school.

Each class will have a full half term of
Forest Schools across the year. Class 1 will
be Autumn 1 and Spring 4; Class 2 will be
Autumn 2 and Summer 5 and Class 3 will
be Spring 3 and Summer 6. More details
will be shared on class blogs.
For the rest of the four afternoon sessions
the staff will be teaching across the school
to their specific strengths. Mrs Bingley
will be continuing to teach PHSE, Citizenship and RE; Mrs Slack will be teaching
Art and Design Technology; Miss Village
will be teaching Spanish and Mr Petts will
be teaching Computer Programming.

Mon 22.12.14 to Fri 02.01.15

A really special welcome must go to our
new Reception Year, who have started
school extremely well—a big welcome
also to our new parents and children in
other years across the school! I know
that all school staff, parents and children
will make you feel very welcome both in
school and out in the playground. Please
don’t be shy, feel free to pop in and see
me at any time with any questions or
queries—the door is always open and the
kettle is always on! We are absolutely
bursting at the seams and are definitely
full with 74 pupils on roll.

(Mon 05.01.15—INSET)

The School Year

Spring 3—

This year is set to be another very exciting one in school.

We are continuing to celebrate success
with ‘Star of the Week’, ‘Writer of the
Week’, ‘Finer Diners’, ‘Right Choice Cards’
and House Points. Every week our Friday
Celebration Assemblies will be taken by
the winning House Captains from the
previous weeks collection of House
points. Every ‘Celebration Assembly’ will
be blogged on the main school part of the
school
website
found
at
www.grindlefordprimaryschool.co.uk.

INSET
 Friday 24th October 2014
 Monday 5th January 2015
 Monday 1st June 2015
 Friday26th June 2015

Term Dates—2014/2015
Autumn 1—
Mon 08.09.14 to Fri 24.10.14
Half Term—
Mon 27.10.14 to Fri 31.10.14
Autumn 2—
Mon 03.11.14 to Fri 19.12.14
Christmas Break—

Tues 06.01.15 to Fri 06.02.15
Half Term—
Mon 09.02.15 to Fri 13.02.15
Spring 4—
Mon 16.02.15 to Fri 27.03.15
Easter—

Mon 30.03.15 to Fri 10.04.15
Summer 5—
Mon 13.04.15 to Fri 22.05.15
(Mon 04.05.15—Bank Holiday)
Half Term—
Mon 25.05.15 to Fri 29.05.15

Our mornings are going to stay roughly
the same, with assemblies, Literacy and
Numeracy and a continuation of the
whole school phonics project that we
have been running for the past two years.
The whole school will be continuing to
learn Tai Chi on a Friday morning, with
the older children progressing to skills
involving pads and more Kung Fu.
Every Monday afternoon the whole
school will be learning all about Science
or taking part in Forest Schools sessions.
Mrs Bacon is a fully trained Forest
School Leader and our brilliant piece of
forest up in Haywood Woods continues
to go from strength to strength.

Class 3 will also continue to benefit from
the Wider Opportunities Music Programme, transferring their skills from
clarinet playing to Ukulele playing.
Other Curriculum News

Welcome!
I am sure you will all join with me in welcoming Katie Adlington to our school
team. Her role is to work alongside the
Reception cohort, modelling and delivering the curriculum, as planned by Mrs
Slack, and generally ensuring everybody is
happy and safe.

Autumn Term 1 – C o ntin u e d
Term Dates: - Continued!

The School Website

Summer 6—

For those parents new to the school, every class has a ‘blog’ section on the website
where you can find exciting news, photographs and events that have happened within
the classrooms. If you go to the school website, the class blogs are down the right
hand side of the screen.

(Mon 01.06.15—INSET)
Tues 02.06.15 to Fri 24.07.15
(Fri 26.06.15—INSET)

Dates: -

The school website now has a calendar on the home screen which will be updated regularly with new events and dates as they get added to the school diary.

Danish students to visit Class 3

The website also contains access to medical forms, trip forms and so on, if you click on
the office button (instead of the drop down menu) it will take you to the relevant
forms.

Thursday 25th September—

Holiday Requests

Tuesday 23rd September—

Open Evening for Y6 at Lady
Manners
Wednesday 1st October—

HVC Parents Meeting for Y6,
here, 7pm
Thursday 2nd October—

Solar School’s Launch Day and
Green Day in school
Friday 3rd October—

 Lord Seb Coe visiting HVC,
more info to follow
Wednesday 8th October—

 Chatsworth Teaching Trees
Visit , Class 1—TBC
Friday 10th October—

 Individual Photographs,
8.30am start for family groups
and siblings
Tuesday 14th October—

As I am sure you are all fully aware schools are no longer allowed to authorise holidays
within term times. Our Absence Policy can be found on the website or feel free to pop
into school and get a paper copy. Only ‘Exceptional Circumstances’ can be authorised.
The following is from our Attendance Policy:
Authorised Absences
a. Illness, Medical and Dental Appointments - If the school is satisfied that a pupil of compulsory school age is prevented from attending school by reason of illness then the absence will
be treated as authorised. Leave for medical or dental appointments may be given (i.e. the
absence may be authorised) where confirmation has been received from the parents (either
in person, in writing or by a telephone call) or on production of an appointments card. A book
is maintained by the School Office for the purpose of recording pupils leaving or returning to
the site during the school day.
b. Lateness - The school policy is to encourage punctuality and to actively discourage lateness as it can seriously disrupt lessons and adversely affect the child’s progress. If a child is
late and misses registration, a late mark will be recorded (this is classed as an unauthorised
absence). Obviously the school will be sympathetic if this is for a good reason. If however a
pattern of lateness starts to emerge, parents will be invited to discuss the matter with the
class teacher/Headteacher in order to reach a satisfactory solution. Late is ten minutes after
the start of the morning and afternoon school sessions.
c. Exceptional Circumstances - It is for schools to determine whether an absence in this category should be authorised or not: much will depend on the circumstances of the particular
case. Generally the rule should be that only truly exceptional circumstances should be sanctioned through authorised absence after discussion with the Headteacher. The following are
only guidelines and are not an exhaustive list:

 Shepherding the Lights—more
info to follow

Attending the wedding of a family member

Thursday 16th October—

Significant family illness

 Harvest Themed School Lunch

Days of religious observance

Thursday 23rd October—

 PTA Spooky Walk and Halloween Disco

Attending a family bereavement
Attending a prison visit

Excluded pupils

Unauthorised Absence (Non-exhaustive examples only)
Birthdays of pupils or family members
Availability of cheap holidays and cheap travel arrangements
Days overlapping with the beginning or end of the school terms
Looking after the home, brothers and sisters
Shopping during School hours

I hope this information helps clear up any confusion. All unauthorised absences will
be sent through to Derbyshire County Council and fines may be incurred—sorry.
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Dates: - Continued!

A ft e r - S c h o o l C l u b s

Friday 24th October—

 INSET Day
Week of 10th November—

Parent’s Evenings
Wednesday 12th November—

PTA Gallop Meeting, 7.30, Sir William
Monday 8th December—

Class 1 Christmas Production
Tuesday 9th December—

Class 1 Christmas Production
Wednesday 10th December—

Monday:
 Monday Club - 3.20 till 4.15pm. Reception, Year 1, Year 2 children welcome to attend. The sessions will be a mixture of fun activities. Please see Mrs Slack for
more information, To begin Monday 15th September and run until October half
term.
 Coding Club - For Class 3 only. From 3.20 to 4.15pm. Maximum of 10 places available. Please see Mr Petts for more information. To begin 15th September and run
until Christmas.
Tuesday:
 Yoga - All children welcome. From 3.20 to 4.15pm. There is a cost of £3 per session, paid to Amy, the instructor. Please see Mrs Callis to sign up. To begin Tuesday 30th September and will run through the year.
Wednesday:

 Whole School Trip to Panto—PM

 Running Club - Open to everyone who can run! From 3.20 till 4.15pm. Please see
Mrs Callis for more information. To begin 17th September and will run, hopefully,
until Christmas depending on weather conditions.
 School Christmas Dinner and Party
Thursday 18th December—
Day
Friday 19th December—

 Carol Service at St Helens—PM—
TBC
Monday 5thJanuary 2015—

INSET day
Wednesday 21st January—

PTA Gallop Meeting, 7.30, Sir William

Thursday:
 Sports Club - Open to Class 2 and 3. From 3.20 till 4.15pm. Please see Miss Village
for more information. To begin 18th September and will run until October half
term.
Any changes to the above information will be sent out either through text alerts or a letter.

As always a big thank you must go to the staff who run these clubs in their own free
time. Different clubs will be run throughout the year. Thank you.

H o p e V a l l e y C o l l e g e A ft e r - S c h o o l C l u b s

Friday 23rd January —

As some of you may know our school has access to taking part in some sports afterschool clubs run by the staff at Hope Valley College. These follow a theme for each
Young Voices Concert, Sheffield
term and are open to all of HVCs Cluster schools, so that the children get to meet
Week of 23rd February—
other primary children from around the valley. The clubs start at 4pm and last until
5pm. Parents need to drop their children off at HVC Reception and also pick up
 Parent’s Evenings
promptly at the same point. If you are interested in taking part, please see Mrs Hill
Thursday 5th March—
so that we can complete medical forms etc. The outdoor clubs are subject to cancelWorld Book Day—TBC
lation due to the weather but we would be informed by lunch on the day.

Saturday 7th March—

Autumn 1—

 Grindleford Gallop

 Indoor Bowling and Boccia. Led by Mrs Poke of Bradwell Bowls Club, who is
a trained referee and coach and Ruth Cook (HVC). Only 6 places per school, open
to Y3 –Y6. Club will run from Monday 22nd September to Monday 20th October.

Wednesday 18th March—

PTA Gallop Debrief 7.30, Sir William

Friday27th March

Autumn 2—

 Easter Egg Competition

 Table Tennis. Led by Ruth Cook and Richard Beeden (HVC). Open to KS2.
Will run from Thursday 13th November to Thursday 11th December (No Club on
the Thursday 4th December—sorry).

 Great Easter Egg Hunt
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Dates: - Continued!
Mon 20th April—Wed 22nd
April—
 Whitehall Residential Trip for
Class 3
Wednesday 6th May—
 PTA Meeting, 7.30, Sir William
Week of 11th May—
 SATs and Testing week

Toddler Group—CAN YOU HELP?
Our weekly Toddler Group has not been able to restart this year due to
nobody offering to run it. It doesn’t have to be an individual, it could be
two volunteers who share the load or a rota etc. The ’lead’ person basically sets the room up, brews up and ensures the room is cleared at the
end of the session. The older children in school do the fetching and
carrying for you. If you fancy having a go (you don’t even have to have a
toddler!) just pop into school and have a chat with Mrs Hill. Please pass the word
around to see if anyone in neighbouring villages that you know might be interested
too. It would be a shame to lose this happy club.

Monday 1st June—

Woodwind Lessons

 INSET day

As some of you may remember last year we were able to offer woodwind lessons with
an instructor named Ben Simnett. Unfortunately, the Music Partnership have decided
to move Ben on due to financial reasons around travel costs. We are now hoping to
get woodwind lessons re-started again with a lady called Sarah Hind. For all those
parents who signed up at the end of last year, Sarah is hoping to start delivering lessons on Wednesday 24th September during lunchtime. If you are interested in beginning woodwind lessons please pop into the school office.

Thursday 4th June—
 Class Group Photographs
Friday 12th June—
 Junior Fell Race Practice—TBC
Sunday 14th June—
 Carnival Opening Ceremony—
TBC
Friday 19th June—
 Carnival Disco—TBC
Saturday 20th June—
 Carnival Day—TBC

Penny Whistle and Violin Lessons
Ria is now back off maternity leave and will be offering penny whistle and
violin tuition again this year. If you are interested in learning these instruments, then please pop into the office for further information. Ria’s lessons
will take place on Friday mornings and will hopefully start this week. If you are interested in learning to play either penny whistle or violin with Ria please pop into the
office and we will pass your details on.

Wednesday1st July—

Keyboard Lessons

 PTA Meeting, 7.30, Sir William

Emily Chaplais will be working alongside us again this year to deliver keyboard lessons
to anyone who is interested in learning to play. Emily has already started her lessons
which take place on a Wednesday afternoon. Again, please pop into the office to register your interest.

Friday 17th July—
 Leaver’s Meal
Monday 20th July—

Trumpet Lessons

 KS2 Summer Production
Tuesday 21st July—
 KS2 Summer Production

Wednesday 22nd July—
 Whole School Trip Out
Friday 24th July—
 Leaver’s Assembly, 9.05am
 Sports Afternoon
07.09.15/08.09.15
 INSET days—TBC

This year we can also offer Trumpet lessons on a Friday afternoon. Again, if you are
interested pop into the office.

Security Reminder
Please may I take this opportunity to remind parents about before
school rules. As you know there will be a member of staff out on
duty at 8.45am each morning. Until this time parents are responsible for their own child/ren.
In previous years some children were being dropped off before 8.45am without any
supervision. Please can you ensure that this situation does not happen, either by staying with your child/ren till 8.45am or arranging for another parent to keep an eye on
them for you. I am sure that I can count on you for your continued help.
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Transfer to Secondary Education—September 2015
How scary to have to think about this subject so early on in the new school year! If your
child was born between 1st September 2003 and 31st August 2004 then you need to apply
for a secondary school place for them to start in September 2015. It is preferable for
parent’s to apply online at www.derbyshire.gov.uk/admissions and this facility is open
now. For any of you who have no access to the internet you are very welcome to come into school to apply or you can
apply by phone by ringing Call Derbyshire on 01629 533190. Parent’s who would prefer a paper application form can
obtain one from the Admissions and Appeals team by emailing admissions@derbyshire.gov.uk or by ringing 01629
537499. The closing date for the submission of applications is midnight on the 31st October 2014. (Paper submissions need to be returned to ensure that they arrive before the 31st of October). Any application forms received
after the closing date of midnight on the 31st of October 2014 will be deemed as ‘late’ and not be considered until after
applications received by the closing date have all been dealt with. A placement offer letter will then be sent out to you
on 2nd March 2015.
Beginning Reception Education—September 2015
If your child was born between 1st September 2010 and 31st August 2011 then they will be due to start Reception in September 2015. Applications can be made online (see above information) and the system will be open from 9am on the 10th
November 2014. The application process closes on 15th January 2015. A placement letter will then be sent out to
you on the 16th April 2015.

Uniform
Please make sure that all items of school uniform are clearly named for your child or family.
Whilst we try our best to return lost property, it is the children’s responsibility to make sure
they know where their clothing is and having names clearly marked really helps with this
learning process. More information about school uniform can be found on our school website. Any spare uniform or school clothing that you may have at home which is now too
small for your child, would be greatly appreciated in school for our ‘spares’ box. This includes plimsolls, wellies for the garden and any waterproofs for Forest School!

PE KITs
Please ensure that PE kits stay in school all week. Children should have indoor black plimsolls, outdoor
trainers, school t-shirt, black shorts, tracksuit bottoms and a sweatshirt. We do not have any spare kit in
school so it is important that your child is fully equipped and all items are NAMED. Please check that all
items still fit your child! It’s amazing how much feet grow over the holidays. The details of when PE sessions are in each class can be found on the school website—www.grindlefordprimaryschool.co.uk

Tuck Shop
Mrs Bingley has organised the school tuck shop again this year. The items on offer are
along the lines of yoghurt in tubes, cheese strings, rice cakes etc and do not cost a lot of
money. No child should need to spend more than 50p maximum at the tuck shop. Tuck
shop will only be available on Monday break times so please do not send any money in with
your child on any other day, just in case it gets lost or mislaid. All the children are responsible for looking after their own money, although I am sure Mrs Slack will look after purses for
the little ones.
All the children in Class 1 receive fruit or vegetables for snack every day just before break time. If your child is now in
Class 2 or 3 and would like a bit of snack mid morning then they are very welcome to bring in a piece of fruit.

Thank You!
A massive thank you must go to all our parents, past and present, who helped the school during last year. Without this
support the school would not function half as well as it does.
Thank you to our very active PTA for another superb Picnic Night last term. It was a lovely evening, enjoyed by everyone
and a lovely way for our new parents to get to know the whole school family. Thank you to the PTA for all their fundraising efforts over the years and their keenness to start again this year! Your efforts are very much appreciated.
It was extremely pleasing to see so many new faces at the first PTA meeting last night. I hope you all
found the meeting enjoyable and positive and not too daunting. Please spread the word! The next
meeting is on Wednesday 12th November at 7.30pm in the Sir William Hotel. Lots of parents stayed
after the meeting last night and took the opportunity to enjoy a drink and each other’s company. What
a pleasant evening!

First PTA Event of the Year—PTA Pool Party
The PTA held their annual Pool Party on Sunday 21st September at Hathersage Outdoor Pool. By all accounts it was fantastic with the inflatable assault course out and everything. Thank you to everyone who turned out for this social event;
the children who attended thoroughly enjoyed it.

Would you like to help out?
It was lovely to see how many of our parents, carers and friends of the school helped out with
the children’s learning during last year. The majority of help centred around hearing children to read, although it can be tailored to people’s strengths e.g. Cooking, art and design
etc. If you would like to help out in any of the classes, then please pop in to see the class
teachers or myself and we’ll see what we can work out.

A m a z i n g N e w s f r o m o u r E C O C o m m i tt e e
Our new ECO committee run by Miss Village and Mrs Bacon are working extremely hard
alongside Mrs Illingworth (Lucy and Katie’s mum), on behalf of the PTA, to investigate
the possibility of getting Solar Panels for the school. We have applied to join the Solar
Schools project and are one of the 20 schools in the country to have been accepted. How
exciting!
Mrs Illingworth has liaised with the County Council and various other ECO projects to
see what we can have and how to go about raising the money to pay for them. Our only
stumbling block at the moment is the Peak Park and their planning permissions. Hopefully we should be able to put together a comprehensive package for Peak Park during
the Autumn term to see whether they will grant permission or not. However, while we
wait for this to happen the ECO committee are going to crack on and start fundraising!
We have already had various visitors to the school to look at the buildings and our energy usage and the ECO committee
are taking regular meter readings to send off to DCC as part of their committee role. Mrs Illingworth is also liaising
closely with Hunter’s Bar School in Sheffield who have already gone through this process and are at the point of installation.
Thursday the 2nd October is the date of the Official Solar School Launch and to celebrate we are going to have a Green
Day, where all the children can come to school dressed in green and pay £1 towards our solar panel fund. More information will come from the ECO committee closer to the time.
A massive thank you must go to Mrs Illingworth for all of her hard work and dedication behind the scenes and Mrs Bacon and Miss Village and our ECO committee within school. Well done! This will be a huge, school changing project if
we manage to get planning permission.

Headlice!
As with any environment filled with children, head lice are a potential visitor. To help keep
these unwanted pests at bay please do regular checks of your child’s scalp. If found treat
immediately to prevent their spread. There is a wealth of advice online: the NHS Choices
pages are particularly useful.
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice/Pages/Introduction.aspx
We ask that any long hair is tied up to help prevent their spread. The
best treatment is to comb through wet hair with conditioner on it, using a proper head lice comb. If
this action is repeated every time the hair is washed then any adult head lice are combed out and
eggs do not have time to settle. If head lice are found, then all clothing, hoods, bed sheets etc (as
well as all members of the family being treated) need to be washed to prevent re-infection. As soon
as we are alerted to an outbreak, we will send a text out to all parents to check and treat.
It only takes one family not to check their children’s hair when a text is sent out and the efforts of everyone else are wasted. PLEASE can we all pull together to help keep these creatures out of our school.

School Dinners
As you know we have all our meals cooked on site by Emma
and they are ‘Gold Award Standard’ gorgeous! Please can I remind parents that you are required to give 2 weeks notice (in
writing please) if you wish to change from school dinners to
sandwiches or sandwiches to dinners. Emma has to order her
food two weeks in advance therefore requires two weeks notice
of changes. Any dinners that have been ordered but not eaten
will unfortunately have to be paid for, as the ingredients will have already been ordered and costed. If you know your child will not be in school please inform school
before 10am. Thank you.

Free School Meals—Are you entitled?
As you may already know all of our Reception and Key Sage 1 children are now entitled to free school dinners. However,
you could be eligible to free school meals if your child is in KS2 as well. To be eligible for free school meals you must be
in receipt of Income Support or income based Jobseeker’s Allowance, or the guarantee element of State Pension Credit; or
Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more
than £16,190) or Working Tax Credit run-on (paid 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit). Anybody
claiming Working Tax Credit is not eligible.
Under the new funding structure for school budgets, school now gets extra money based on our free school meal numbers, which will be used to help your child progress.
If you fit the criteria, please pop in and see us or log on to www.derbyshire.gov.uk and click on the school meals link on
the home page. There is also a free checker tool which will tell you if you are entitled if you are unsure.

Lunch Time Theme Meals
Sometimes we are treated to Theme Days within our school lunches. These are days when a special menu is followed and
all our children are invited to take part. Usually these theme days are advertised on the school front door or via text message. I will also advertise them in school assemblies. If sandwich children would like a dinner, all you have to do is ring
Tracey up and book them in!
The next Theme Day is on Thursday the 16th October and is the ‘Harvest Festival’ themed. If your child has sandwiches
and would like to have chicken and ham pie with Farmer’s Favourite vegetables please see Tracey in the school office by
6th October. Thank you.

Childcare Sufficiency Assessment 2014
Derbyshire County Council have a legal duty to assess the provision of child care in Derbyshire to determine if there is sufficient childcare available, as far as is reasonably practicable, to allow parents or carers to access work, education or training.

To fulfil this requirement DCC are in the process of undertaking a county wide childcare sufficiency assessment.
Consultation with parents and carers forms an important part of this assessment and will help us identify any gaps in the
current provision. DCC would be grateful if you could assist them in this task by filling in the online questionnaire.
The questionnaire can be found at: www.derbyshire.gov.uk/childcareconsultation
The survey is open until 30 September 2014 and the results will be published on the DCC website in early 2015.
If you have any questions regarding this mater then please contact:
Roberta Lawrence-Sykes
Childcare Improvement Officer (Business Support)
Tel: 01629 539493 or 07772 882304
Email: Roberta.lawrence-sykes@derbyshire.gov.uk

Community Fundraising for a Village Defibrillator—Thursday 30th October
On Thursday the 30th of September, Terry and Helen at The Sir William are hosting a three
course meal to raise money for a village defibrillator. This is an incredibly worthwhile cause
and should be a really good night as well. More information will be circulated closer to the
time, although I think the main will be along the lines of an excellent quality filet steak or vegetarian equivalent! Terry and Helen will be putting on the dinner at cost, so that the majority
of the ticket price will be donated to the fund. Tickets will be around £20 per head and there
will also be a raffle on the night. (If anybody has anything they would like to donate to the
raffle then please pop into The Sir William and talk to Terry or Helen).

The Derwent Pulse Project—Tuesday 14th October
As you know from the end of last term the school has signed up to take part in a very exciting project called ‘The Derwent Pulse’ which is part of the 2014 Heritage celebrations.
We have finished our massive art project and so are approaching the final stage of the project which is called
‘Shepherding the Lights’. This will take place on the evening of Tuesday 14th October and everyone is welcome to
take part - especially Great Aunt Ethel and extended family members. Basically, the more the merrier!
It will consist of a walk along the Derwent from Hathersage to Grindleford,
carrying plastic spheres which will be lit up and ‘pulsing’. Some of the children, or maybe the adults, will also be wearing light suits which will flash and
pulse alongside the spheres! When the procession gets close to Grindleford
the spheres will be placed into the river and then be collected after the
bridge.
It should be a really exciting, and very different, evening so keep the date free in your diaries and spread the word! All
the children who take part will have to be accompanied by an adult due to the nature of the event.

