
PTA minutes 17th September 2014 
 
Apologies:  Maria Blowen, Beth Marshall 
 
Introduction from Sophie – lovely to see so many new faces tonight, and we’d 
like to say we’re a very active but informal PTA, so please feel free to interrupt 
and make suggestions, either here or afterwards.  
 
Last minutes ok – yes 
 
Grindleford Gallop will be on the 7th March 2015 – Ayshea Richardson is happy 
to continue being main organiser – thanks Aysh! 

 What it is: 1day event, raises 7-8k each year. Competitors charged £16 
(may go up this year). Between the pta and other parents within the 
school we pull together and organise it. Do lots of tray bakes, so at each 
stop around the course there are cakes and drinks, marshalls, catering – 
soup and bread when people return. Fantastic event for the village and 
the school. Sells out within 24hrs.  

 Limited at 600 due to logistics, as catering when people come back, also 
parking limited. If weather bad would be hard if more than 600 people 
racing. Keeps a nice atmosphere. Is always really good fun. Kids do design 
for gallop t-shirt competition.  

 Organising event will start in November, when it will be on PTA agenda.  
 As it raises a significant amount of money for the school, we give a lot of 

time to allocating the money so it will hopefully benefit all the children in 
the school.  

 
Projects for 2014/2015 using PTA funds raised by the Gallop 2104: 

1. Solar panels 
 At the last PTA meeting Helen Illingworth (member of PTA) was at the 

point of putting in a bid with ‘Solar Schools’ national project. This was 
successful! Well done and thank you to Helen for her hard work and 
enthusiasm.  

 About Solar Schools: http://www.solarschools.org.uk/ 
 Solar Schools project works by providing schools with the tools, 

training and support they need to crowdfund the cost of panels, not 
only do solar schools help schools keep all of the financial benefits 
(and avoid any long term contracts), but the fundraising itself creates 
an incredible opportunity. The schools and their pupils on the solar 
schools project build networks, develop new skills and give each and 
every member of their community the opportunity to feel a sense of 
ownership over a clean energy project. 

 The gallop money can be used to fund the project but we are not going 
to transfer any large sums of money to the solar schools fundraising 
target until we get planning permission. If planning permission is not 
granted any money raised in our name for solar schools will be spent 
on an eco project in agreement with the solar schools team.  

 Two specialists in solar panels have been asked to come to the school 
to assess the roof for panels, and it is possible we could get 



contemporary transparent panels that would be easier to get 
permission for. As we are part of a recognised national project, it is 
hoped we will be a flagship school for national parks across the UK. 
We should hear about planning permission in March.  

 Hunters Bar in Sheffield were part of Solar Schools last year and so we 
are in touch with them to gain advice.  

 National launch of Solar Schools programme is in October, this will be 
a chance to do our own presentation of the project, hopefully with a 
‘green day’ at school for the children. 

 Andy M has been looking at the school’s structural survey – looks good 
for taking panels.  

 
 

2. Bike shed 
 Andy Marshall has done some design drawings for a bike/scooter 

shed to be built behind the gate in the playground, thanks Andy.  
 Small space - ? capacity will probably only cope with 8 bikes, with 

possible hangers for scooters. Difficulty building around the window.  
Agreed we could start with building a shed there and see if it needs 
expanding over time 

 Or we could look at asking Terry (Sir William Landlord) to build 
something dual purpose in the Sir Willy car park and using the shed 
just for scooters. Leonie will speak to him.  

 
3. Library books 

 Agreed PTA would fund on-going project of replenishing books in 
school’s library – Mrs Slack and Miss Village are working on this.  

 
4. Mercy rescue orphanage: http://www.mercyrescue.co.uk/ 

 
 Agreed at end of last school year we would use gallop money to start 

making a donation to a small orphanage in the rift valley in Kenya.  
This will be a twinning project so our children will have the 
opportunity to learn about the children in the orphanage with letters, 
skype etc.  

 £500 in the first year  - Action Andy will transfer money.  
 

5. Swimming party – PTA fund an annual pool party at Hathersage lido 
 

 Action: ANDY will pay.  
 Action: Jane get crisps/drinks 

 
 

6. Halloween disco and spooky walk – date confirmed Thursday 23rd 
October 

 
 AMP and Decs booked (thank you Maria and Steven)  
 PTA members to do the walk – volunteers needed to set up the walk.  



 Don’t need to dress up or go to spooky walk, to attend disco or take part. 
 Becky will organise spooky walk – thanks Becky 

(post note:  Julia Fletcher will organise and lead the walk, with Becky 
helping.  Julia will also sort the food – thanks Julia) 

 Pete and will bring decorations for disco – they sound great!  
 Poster required – Action Jane will do by end of September 

 
7. Secret Santa – Beth Marshall happy to organise this again, thanks Beth! 
 First week of December.   
 Parents bring in a gift per child, then buffer it up with pta money. Laid 

out in alcove, children come in, volunteer parents available in lunchtime, 
kids choose a gift for mum and dad, wrapped by pta 
members/volunteers, then kids can take the gift home all wrapped and 
ready.  Please see Beth if you can help.  

 
Marquee – needs some new toggles £20. Ok MH will buy.  
 
Music man in Sheffield ? to get him over Helen will email Leonie.  
 
Dates for meetings 2014/2015:  
12th November 2014, 21st January 2105, 18th February 2015, 18th March 2015, 
6th May 2105, 1st July 2015. 
 
Carnival 20th June 2015. Fell race practice Friday 12th June 2015.  
 
 
 


