
Wow!  This is now my third version of 

this newsletter, as everytime it gets fin-

ished something happens to stop it being 

sent out and then it is out of date!   

Many apologies for the disruption the 

snow caused last week.  It is not an easy 

decision to make to close a school, but 

after a very long two hour drive home 

(with my child in the car) on the 

Wednesday afternoon, in absolutely hid-

eous conditions, it was very clear that we 

were not dealing with normal snowy 

weather.  I hope all your loved ones got 

home safe and sound and that no acci-

dents happened.  The roads around Bux-

ton were only fully opened by DCC at the 

3pm update yesterday!  Thank you to 

everyone who responded to the closure 

call promptly, it meant the other mem-

bers of staff could get home before 

things got too tricky. 

Anyway, Welcome back to our fourth 

term of the school year.  As you can see 

from the diary dates list, this is again due 

to be another exciting and busy term, 

even though it is only now, three weeks 

long!  There are lots of events happening 

for the children and yourselves so please 

keep the dates safe.  I am not sure how 

we are going to fit everything in! 

Please have a look at the diary dates for 

the Summer terms as well, as more dates 

have been added. 

THANK YOU! 

A massive thank you must go out to all 

our parents, and friends of the school, 

for all your help and support over the 

past term and with all the offers of help 

and support for our upcoming events.   

Spring Term 4  

G r i n d l e f o r d  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  Grindleford Primary School 

Newsletter  
5th March 2018  

Phone: 01433 630528 

E-mail: 

info@grindlefordprimaryschool.co.uk 

Web: 

www.grindlefordprimaryschool.co.uk 

C o n t a c t :  
Sir William Hill 

Hope Vally 

Derbyshire 

S32 2HS 

The Gallop is almost upon us again—

where does the time go?   This is the 

school’s biggest fundraiser and is usually 

a really good, enjoyable, day too.  If you 

can cook up some tray bakes or help out 

on the day, your efforts would be greatly 

appreciated.  Just pop into the office and 

have a natter.   

We are also holding our very first (in my 

time, so nine years!) Spring Fair this term.  

The children are busy making quality 

items that they think would be good to 

sell, trying to recycle in the process.  

These are really good life skills in terms of 

enterprise and looking after our environ-

ment.  Class 3 are really taking a lead in 

this  which is excellent to see. 

I am hoping the Fair will be a real com-

munity event.  I have approached various 

community groups if they would like a 

stall too, so that the whole village can 

take part. There will be a Second Hand 

uniform stall, where lots of bargains  will 

hopefully be found; a tombola; a White 

Elephant stall; a used book stall; a Secret 

Egg Stall; refreshments; lots of little game 

stalls like The Rainbow Lolly Stick Game 

and obviously the children’s own stalls.   

I am also tying in the World Famous East-

er Egg Competition so that everyone who 

comes along can vote too, with the win-

ners being announced to mark the end of 

the Fair.  It will be brilliant to show off 

the children’s creative efforts to a much 

wider community audience. 

Whilst I am very aware that our fundrais-

ing efforts have stepped up a gear, I am 

also very aware that as a school we have 

not done anywhere near as much fund-

raising as other local schools have had to  

Special Events and Dates: 

INSET 

 Friday 25th May 2018 

 Friday 22nd June 2018 

Term Dates—2017/2018 

Spring 4— 

Mon 26th Feb to Fri 23rd March 

Easter— 

Mon 26th March to Fri 6th April 

Summer 5— 

Mon 9th April to Fri 25th May 

Half Term— 

Mon 28th May to Fri 1st June 

Summer 6— 

Mon 4th June  to Fri 20th July. 

Diary Dates: 

Week beginning 5th March— 

Parent’s Evening Week 

Thursday 8th March— 

World Book Day Mark II 

Friday 9th March— 

St Helen’s Church in making 

Posies for Mother’s Day 

Week beginning  12th March— 

Gallop baking week! 

Tuesday 13th March— 

Class 3 to Longshaw, packed 

lunch required. 

Saturday 17th March— 

GALLOP 



do for many, many, years e.g. selling cakes every week, charging for tea/coffee at per-

formances etc.   We have also given out a multitude of ‘free’ activities for the chil-

dren, which other schools would have regularly charged for. 

Please don't let me give you the impression that the school is suddenly in dire 

straights.  It isn’t.  We do need to plan ahead though.  You will no doubt be aware 

from news coverage that many schools, especially smaller ones like ours, are finding 

the new education budgets a challenge.  For us this comes alongside the fact that the 

number of toddlers and babies in the village are dropping, with most families facing 

teenage years instead.  So one key goal is to get more children into our school, 

whether they come from the village or further afield.  Whilst pupil numbers and edu-

cation spending may change in a more favourable direction in the future, we need to 

plan now in order to keep our school offering your children the quality education 

and opportunities they enjoy currently. 

After School Provision Survey 

Again, many thanks for those of you who have filled in the survey for after school 

provision and shared your views on what you need or don’t need.  My next step is to 

collate everyone’s views and then survey again with a more detailed proposal, if in-

deed that is what people are requesting. 

Changes to our School day—Thank you! 

In the last newsletter we announced that assemblies had changed to 10 o’clock and 

therefore that lateness in arriving at school would now affect the first lesson of 

teaching for not only your child/ren but also the other children in the class.  Thank 

you to everyone for really trying hard to get to school on time, there has been a 

marked improvement!  Can we keep trying hard so that no child disrupts anybody 

else’s learning by being late going into the summer terms. 

Indoor Climbing 

Class 2 are about to go back to Hope Valley College every Friday morning for In-

door Climbing sessions.  These were fantastic sessions in the Autumn term that we 

thoroughly enjoyed.  I was amazed at how well all the children did and how much 

progress they made week on week.  This is a fabulous opportunity  to build on pri-

or learning and develop even further. 

World Book Day 

This year our world book day theme once again reflects the Carnival theme of 

‘Wild Things’.  World Book Day is now on Thursday 8th March and should be a 

lovely day looking at books, illustrators and writing of all genres…..whilst being 

dressed up!  If your child does not fancy dressing up as a ‘wild thing’ then that is 

fine too, just come along in normal school uniform. 

Parent’s Evening ‘Week’ 

This week is our designated week for parents to get together with school staff.  The 

signing up sheets are up outside the classrooms but, as always, if you can’t make 

next week then just pop in and make a date which does suit you.  It is never a prob-

lem.   

 

Spring Term 3—Continued  
Special Events and Dates: 

Tuesday 20th March— 

Y6 STEM day at HVC 

Thursday 22ndMarch— 

SPRING FAIR, including the 

Great Easter Egg Competition 

PTA meeting at The Sir William, 

7.30pm, All welcome. 

Friday 23rd March— 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Tuesday 10th April— 

Class 2 Secret Squirrel trip out, 

10-4pm. 

Class 3 swimming starts at 

Hathersage Pool, 2pm 

Thursday 19th April— 

Reception out to Edale Farm 

Friday 20th April— 

Class 2 Cheerleading at HVC—

pm—TBC 

Friday 4th May— 

Cluster KS2 Swimming Gala at 

Hathersage Pool—10-12pm—

TBC 

Monday 7th May— 

MAY DAY 

Friday 11th May— 

Quad Kids, KS2 at HVC, 1.30-

3.30pm—TBC 

Week beginning 14th May— 

SATs week 

Thursday 17th May— 

PTA meeting at The Sir William, 

7.30pm—All welcome 

Wednesday 23rd May— 

Kwik Cricket at HVC—TBC 

Friday 25th May— 

 INSET DAY 



Spring Term 3–  Continued  
 

 

Diary Dates: - Continued! 

Tuesday 5th June— 

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 

Secret Squirrel Y6 treat day—

TBC 

Wednesday 6th June—Thursday 7th 

June— 

Class 2 at Castleton Youth Hos-

tel 

Sunday 10th June— 

Carnival Opening Ceremony 

Wednesday 13th June—Friday 15th 

June— 

Class 3 at White Hall Residential 

Friday 15th June— 

KS1 Sports Day at HVC—TBC 

Carnival Disco in School 

Saturday 16th June— 

Carnival Day 

Monday 18th June— 

Group Photographs 1pm 

Friday 22nd June— 

INSET DAY 

Monday 25th June— 

Y6 Lady Manner’s Maths Day 

Thursday 28th June— 

PTA Meeting at The Sir William, 

7.30pm, All welcome 

Friday 29th June— 

Y6 Lady Manner’s Science Day 

Tuesday 3rd July— 

Y6 Lady Manner’s Language 

Day 

Wednesday 4th July— 

KS2 Sports Day at EIS, 10.30-

2.30pm 

Lady Manners Transition Day 

Inspiring Talks 

As you can see from previous diary dates we were due to have a motivational talk on 

Thursday 8th March from two very interesting men, Mr Rob Jebb and Mr Jon Mor-

gan.  Unfortunately they cannot now make it due to other work commitments.   

However, they are still worth looking up as they sounded just up our children’s 

street!  Rob is a very well known fell runner, Skyrunner and cyclo-cross rider.  He has 

also completed the Bob Graham run with the second fastest time recorded.  Jon en-

joys many sports including climbing and skiing.  He has also completed the Bob Gra-

ham run but unsupported and in the Winter!  Not a lot of people have done that!   

Longshaw Visit 

To celebrate science week, Class 3 are going to visit the Longshaw Estate on Tuesday 

13th March.  They will be doing some classroom learning before getting out and 

about to complete some scientific experiments whilst walking back to school.  

Sickness/Absence 

Our school is committed to promoting the welfare of your child through regular 

school attendance.  We know that every day lost to education can have a serious im-

pact on your child’s attainment and overall progress in school.  Please ensure that your 

child arrives at school promptly for a 8.55am start. 

If your child is ill or needs to be absent from school due to medical appointments etc 

then please contact school as soon as possible.  If we do not hear from you we will 

then try to contact you to make sure that everything is ok or to make sure a dinner is 

booked etc. 

If your child is ill we will often ask what the symptoms are.  This is not us being nosy 

but trying to work out if there is a pattern of illness going around and also what symp-

toms we need to look out for within school. 

If your child has had sickness or diarrhoea, please follow the Health Protection Agency 

advice on Infection Control in Schools, which is to stay away from school for 48 hours 

after the last bout of illness.  This document can be found on our website if you 

click on the ‘Office’ tab. 

Spaces available 

Due to house/job moves we do now have a little bit of breathing space within our 

school numbers.  If you know of anybody who really wants to come to our school 

and hasn’t tried as we were previously full, then please don’t hesitate to ask them to 

get in touch whilst places are available.  The more bodies we have in school, espe-

cially little people, the better our financial position will be into the future. 

W o u l d  y o u  l i k e  t o  h e l p  o u t ?  

It was lovely to see how many of our parents, carers and friends of the school helped 

out with the children’s learning during last year.  The majority of help centred around 

hearing children to read, although it can be tailored to people’s strengths e.g. Cooking, 

art and design etc.  If you would like to help out in any of the classes, then please pop 

in to see the class teachers or myself and we’ll see what we can work out. 

 



Spring Term 3–  Continued  
 

 

Diary Dates: - Continued! 

Thursday 5th  July— 

School Transition Day 

Hope Valley Transition Day 

Friday 6th July— 

Sports afternoon—TBC 

Friday 13th  July— 

Y6 Leaver’s Meal 

Monday 16th July— 

KS2 Performance—afternoon 

and evening shows 

Tuesday 17th July— 

KS2 Performance—evening 

show 

Thursday 19th July— 

Whole School summer trip out 

Friday 20th July— 

Leaver’s Assembly 

Sports Afternoon 

 

Term Dates—2018/2019 

 3rd September 2018 to 26 October 

2018 

 5 November 2018 to 21 December 

2018 

 7th January 2019 to 15 February 

2019 

 25th February 2019 to 12th April 

2019 

 29th April 2019 to 24th May 2019 

 3rd June 2019 to 22nd July 2019 

 

INSET DAYs—2018/2019 

 Monday 3rd September 2018 

 Tuesday 4th September 2018 

 Rest to be set later on in year. 

A ft e r - S c h o o l  C l u b s  

Monday:   

 Orienteering Club - For people who would like to learn the art of ori-

enteering and run around a bit!  From 3.20 to 4.15pm.  To begin 26th 

February and run until Easter. 

 Maths Booster Type Club - For Class 3 people who would like a bit of 

extra help with any aspects of their maths work that they are finding 

a bit tricky.  From 3.20 to 4.15pm.  To begin 26th February and run 

until Easter. 

Tuesday: 

 Comprehension Booster Type Club - For Class 3 people who would 

like a bit of extra help with any aspects of their reading work that 

they are finding a bit tricky.  From 3.20 to 4.15pm.  To begin 27th Feb-

ruary and run until Easter. 

 RuggerEds- All children welcome.  From 3.20 to 4.15pm.  This club is 

delivered by outside specialists but is paid for by school, therefore 

run at no cost to yourselves. Please see Mrs Ibbotson to sign up.  To 

begin 27th February and hopefully run for the rest of the year. 

Wednesday: 

 Cooking Club - All children welcome.  Maximum of 10, £1 per week to 

cover ingredients please.  From 3.20 to 4.15pm.  To begin 28th Febru-

ary and will run until Easter. 

Thursday:  

 Playing in Class 1 Club – Open to anyone who wants to play with all 

the goodies in Class 1 – knex, lego, dressing up etc.  To begin 29th 

February and will run until Easter. 

 Running Club - For people who are prepared to work on long dis-

tance running only.   From 3.20 to 4.15pm.  To begin 29th Febru-

ary and hopefully run for the rest of the year.   

Please see Mrs Ibbotson to sign up for all clubs. 

Any changes to the above information will be sent out either through 

text alerts or a letter.  As always a big thank you must go to the staff 

who run these clubs in their own free time.   Any children not making 

the ‘Right Choices’ during after school clubs will be asked not to attend.  

Different clubs will be run throughout the year.    



5 t h  M a r c h  2 0 1 8  

H e a d l i c e !  

Coming soon to a head near you……….or hopefully not!   

As with any environment filled with children, head lice are a potential visitor.  To help 

keep these unwanted pests at bay please do regular checks of your child’s scalp.  If found 

treat immediately to prevent their spread.  There is a wealth of advice online: the NHS 

Choices pages are particularly useful.   

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice/Pages/Introduction.aspx 

We ask that any long hair (male or female) is tied up to help prevent their spread.  If your child does not want to tie their 

hair back, then please have it cut. The best treatment is to comb through wet hair with conditioner on it, using a proper 

head lice comb.  If this action is repeated every time the hair is washed then any adult head lice are combed out and eggs 

do not have time to settle.  If head lice are found, then all clothing, hoods, bed sheets etc (as well as 

all members of the family being treated) need to be washed to prevent re-infection.  As soon as we 

are alerted to an outbreak, we will send a text out to all parents to check and treat. 

It only takes one family not to check their children’s hair when a text is sent out and the efforts of 

everyone else are wasted.   

PLEASE can we ALL pull together to help keep these creatures out of our school. 

Peripatetic Music Opportunities 

We have lots of music teachers who come into school and offer various instrument lessons for the children.  This is set 

up as a contract between parents and the music teachers themselves, school merely provide the environment for the les-

sons to take place.  Currently we offer Guitar, Piano, Band, Cello, Violin, Woodwind and Penny Whistle. If your child is 

interested in starting to learn an instrument please pop into school and we will pass your details on.  Obviously these 

lessons require payments. 

After an incredibly successful ‘Band’ concert with performances from some of our very own band members, the school 

has been given some amazing instruments paid from the monies raised.  We now have a drum kit, 3 acoustic guitars , a 

bass guitar and an amp!!  Let’s keep on jamming! 

Free School Meals—Class 2 and Class 3 pupils—Are you entitled? 

In these difficult financial times, we want to make sure you're getting all the help you're due.  A lot of people don't claim 
free school meals even though they're entitled. You don't need to worry about other children knowing your child gets free 
school meals, only the school and catering staff will know.  However, you could save £400 a year for each child and your 
children will benefit from a good hot meal at lunchtime.  The school will benefit too − we'll get the pupil premium of 
£1,300 a year from the government for each child on free school meals.   
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following: 

 Income Support 

 Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 

 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (provided you're not also entitled to Working Tax Credit* and have an annual gross income of 
no more than £16,190) 

 *You can get this help if you get Working Tax Credit and you are in the four week 'run-on' period where your 
WTC is due to stop because you have stopped work or reduced your hours 

 Universal Credit (NB this benefit is only just being introduced in Derbyshire − see our Universal Credit infor-
mation). 

You will not be eligible if you are claiming Working Tax Credits. 

https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/social_health/adult_care_and_wellbeing/benefits_debt_and_legal_matters/welfare_benefits/benefits_system/universal_credit/default.asp
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/social_health/adult_care_and_wellbeing/benefits_debt_and_legal_matters/welfare_benefits/benefits_system/universal_credit/default.asp
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School Dinners 

As you know we have all our meals cooked on site by Emma and they are ‘Gold Award Standard’ gorgeous!   

Please can I remind parents that you are required to give 2 weeks notice (in writing please) if you wish to 

change from school dinners to sandwiches or sandwiches to dinners.   

Emma has to order her food two weeks in advance therefore requires two weeks notice of changes.   

Any dinners that have been ordered but not eaten will unfortunately have to be paid for, as the ingre-

dients will have already been ordered and costed.  If you know your child will not be in school please 

inform school before 10am.  Thank you. 

E A S T E R  E X T R A V A G A N Z A S  

Oh yes!  It is that time of year again!  I hope you have all been thinking up your eggseedingly good egg puns for this 

years competition!  The idea is to think up the best eggy pun you can and then design it using an empty egg shell.  In 

previous competitions we have had.....    

 

 

 

 

........Jeggward              ........Dalegg                   ........Sheffield Unitegg     .....Jessica Eggis. ...and Eggice in Wonderland or 

was it Alice in Eggland?!........ Do you get the idea?   

Have a look at our website for egg entries in previous years for inspiration, but of course, don’t copy as they have already 

been seen and judged!  

The standard of entries is usually eggstreamly high and very difficult to judge, which is why I thought it would be a bril-

liant idea to have voting as part of our Spring Fair.  All eggs should be brought into school for first thing on Thursday 

22nd March so that we can get them all set out ready for voting later on in the day.  

Prizes will then be awarded during the Spring Fair at about 5pm. 

The eggs should be the children’s own work, unless you want to enter your efforts into the ‘Family’ section.  The 

categories for entrance are: 

Class 1  - 1st, 2nd, 3rd, Class 2—1st, 2nd, 3rd, Class 3—1st, 2nd, 3rd and Groups/Families—1st, 2nd, 3rd. 

 

The Great Easter Egg Hunt 

Our equally world famous Great Easter Egg Hunt will take place on the afternoon of Friday 23rd March.  Will anyone 

find the elusive Golden Ticket??   

If the weather is kind to us, we will also be having our Egg Rolling Competition where the houses are in competition 

against each other, with everyone adding to their house team’s total number of points.  This is a very funny challenge, 

especially when the wind blows the wrong way! 


