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Special Events and Dates:
INSET
 Monday 7th January 2019

 Friday 21st June 2019
 Friday 22nd July2019

Term Dates—2018/2019
Autumn 1—
Mon 3rd Sept to Fri 26th Oct
Half Term—
Mon 29th Oct to Fri 2nd Nov
Autumn 2—
Mon 5th Nov to Fri 21st Dec
Christmas Break—

Mon 24th Dec to Fri 4th Jan
(Mon 7th January—INSET)
Spring 3—
Tues 8th Jan to Fri 15th Feb
Half Term—
Mon 18th Feb to Fri 22nd Feb
Spring 4—
Mon 25th Feb to Fri 12th April
Easter—
Mon 15th April to Fri 26th April

Summer 5—
Mon 29th April to Fri 24th May
Half Term—
Mon 27th May to Fri 31st May
Summer 6—
Mon 3rd June to Mon 22nd July
(Fri 21st June—INSET)
(Mon 22nd July—INSET)
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Autumn Term 1
Welcome to the first newsletter of this
academic year! I hope that you all had a
lovely holiday and that the children are
well rested and ready for another exciting year in school. It has been such a
hectic term already, that we are nearly at
the end of it and this is my first newsletter. I’m really sorry about that. Thank
you to everyone’s good wishes and
thoughts on my recent wedding—they
are much appreciated.
A really special welcome must go to our
new Reception Year, who have started
school extremely well—a big welcome
also to our new parents and children in
other years across the school! I know
that all school staff, parents and children
will make you feel very welcome both in school and out
in the playground.
Please
don’t be shy, feel free to pop in
and see me at any time with
any questions or queries—the
door is always open and the kettle is always on!
The School Year
This year is set to be another very exciting one in school.
Our mornings are going to stay roughly
the same taken up with assemblies, Literacy and Numeracy. Assemblies on
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday will
hopefully be written and delivered by the
children again. Any parents who would
like to share their achievements or what
they do as a job/hobby will be warmly
welcomed too! Just pop in and see me.
It is fantastic for the children to see the
wide range of talents and expertise that
we have in the village.

The whole school will be continuing to
learn Tai Chi on a Friday morning, with
celebration assembly happening on Friday’s too. The Tuesday assembly tends to
be run by Rev Richard or Rev Jude who
visit school.
Every Monday afternoon the whole
school will be
learning all about
Science or taking
part in Forest Schools sessions.
Mrs Bacon is a fully trained Forest School
Leader and our brilliant piece of forest up
in Haywood Woods continues to go from
strength to strength.

Each class will have a full half term of
Forest Schools across the year. Class 1 will
be Autumn 1 and Spring 4; Class 2 will be
Autumn 2 and Summer 5 and Class 3 will
be Spring 3 and Summer 6. More details
will be shared on class blogs. After half
term it will be Class 2’s turn.
Class 3 will also continue to benefit from
the Wider Opportunities Music Programme, transferring their skills from
drumming to Ukulele playing.
Class 3 have also resumed their swimming
sessions at Hathersage Outdoor pool.
These took place first thing on a Tuesday
morning, but have just finished. They
will begin again in the summer months
when it is not quite so chilly for the children.
After School Care
As you know we started ‘After School
Care’ provision this September. This has
really been quite successful and means

Autumn Term 1—Continued
Special Events and Dates:

5.30pm Spooky Walk at Pavillion

that parents are now not feeling rushed to get to pick up at 3.15pm. We are still running our ‘free’ clubs until 4.15pm when the paid ‘Care’ steps in. The ‘Care’ is available
Monday to Thursday evenings and runs until 6pm. Included in the price is a hot
meal, pudding and drinks. Our menu is quite flexible, but we tend to offer sausages,
jacket potatoes, pasta bake, things on toast, pizza etc all served with vegetable crudités, garlic bread etc. Pudding can be home made crumbles, cookies etc or the standard yoghurt or fruit. We are also very flexible and parents can ring up in the morning to book a place for that tea time if their commitments suddenly change overnight. Pop into see Mrs Ibbotson or myself if you would like any more information.

6.30pm Spooky Disco at School

Other Curriculum News

Diary Dates:
Thursday 25th October—

1pm Smoking Prevention Talk,
Class 3

6.30pm PTA social in the Sir
William, all welcome to attend
Wednesday 7th November—

FLU Immunisation—Reception
to Y5
Wk beginning Mon 12th November—

Parent’s Evening Week
Thursday 15th November—

Fire Safety Talks—Y2 and Y6
PTA Gallop Social, all welcome,
7.30pm in the Sir William Hotel
Tuesday 20th November—

We are continuing to celebrate success with ‘Star of the Week’, ‘Writer of the Week’,
‘Right Choice Cards’ and House Points. Every week our Friday Celebration Assemblies will be taken by the winning House Captains from the previous weeks collection of House points. ‘Celebration Assembly’ will (hopefully) be blogged on the main
school part of the school website found at www.grindlefordprimaryschool.co.uk.
‘Wheelie Wednesdays’ will continue this year. Please ensure that a properly fitting
helmet is available in school on Wednesdays to help ensure safety. Wheelie
Wednesdays are an opportunity for the children to bring their scooters, skateboards,
roller blades etc in to school to play on at lunchtimes.
We will also continue with ‘Popcorn/Ice-cream Fridays’. Depending on the weather
we will continue to offer either popcorn or ice-cream after school on a Friday. The
cost will stay at £1 and all funds go to the school.
The School Website

Thursday 29th November—

For those parents new to the school, every class has a ‘blog’ section on the website
where you can find exciting news, photographs and events that have happened within the classrooms. If you go to the school website, the class blogs are down the right
hand side of the screen.

Y3/4 5-a-side Indoor Football
Tournament, HVC, - TBC

The school website has a calendar on the home screen which will be updated regularly with new events and dates as they get added to the school diary.

PTA meeting, 7.30pm in the Sir
William Hotel

Tuesday 11th December—

Class 1 Nativity—2pm and 6pm
performances
Wednesday 12th December—

Class 1 Nativity, 6pm performance
Thursday 13th December—

Whole School Trip out to the
Pantomime
Thursday 20th December—

The website also contains access to medical forms, trip forms and so on, if you click
on the office button (instead of the drop down menu) it will take you to the relevant
forms.
We always try our best to get as much information out to you as early as we can, either through newsletters like this one where the diary dates are written down,
through the website or the text message system. Sometimes, as is life, exciting
events may crop up at short notice so I apologise for that now!
If you are not receiving text messages from school and are expecting to, please pop
into the school office to check whether our recorded contact details are correct or
not.

Christmas Dinner and Party Day

If you would like to receive mail via email and haven’t set that up with Mrs Ibbotson
yet, please feel free to pop into the school office.

Friday 21st December—

Uniform

Carol Concert in St Helen’s
Church, 2pm—TBC

At the start of a new year it is always a good idea to check your uniform labels to see
whether the names have faded or are still readable. Please make sure that all items

Autumn Term 1– Continued
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Tuesday 7th January—

INSET DAY
Wednesday 9th January —

Young Voices Concert
Thursday 10th January—

Individual Pentathlon, HVC—
TBC
Friday 18th January—

Sport’s Hall Athletics at HVC,
TBC
Wednesday 23rd January—

Change4Life Training—TBC
Monday 28th January—

Big Bird Watch—Themed Dinner
Tuesday 5th February—

Safer Internet Day
Wednesday 14th February—

(including PE kit and maybe even shoes!) are labelled clearly. If we find any items of
clothing with a name in we will return it to your child. If clothing does not have a
name then it goes into lost property or can be taken by someone else by mistake.
You can order new uniform online by going to www.schooltrends.co.uk and clicking
on the ‘Parents’ area. Then just search for Grindleford and take it from there. We also
have some ‘sew on’ logo badges in stock at school for £1. These can be added to clothing bought from other clothing retailers. Please check with the school uniform policy
on the website or pop in and see us before purchasing clothing that you wish to put a
school logo on.
We also have quite a good stock of second hand uniform which may be purchased for
a donation towards school funds. A massive thank you must go to all the families that
kindly donate their old uniform which allows this to happen.
Just to refresh your memories our school uniform is black, grey or navy trousers or
skirts, plus a royal blue sweatshirt and a plain white or blue polo shirt underneath.
Both our sweatshirt and our polo shirts carry the school logo. In summer the girls may
wear blue checked or striped dresses. Children should always wear suitable school
footwear, preferably completely black. In summer, sandals may be worn, but must be
robust and supportive e.g. walking sandals, not crocs, Flip-Flops, strappy etc.
All children require a PE kit consisting of plain black shorts, pale blue PE shirt
(preferably a school logo t-shirt for competitions), socks and trainers. In cold weather
a tracksuit is a good idea too.
Hair

Wednesday 27th February—

Our school policy is that any long hair MUST be tied up if it is longer than collar
length. This applies to both boys and girls and a small stock of hair bobbles will be
kept in school to ensure this happens at all times. Hair being tied back helps to prevent accidents, hair getting tangled in apparatus, whipping into other pupil's eyes etc
as well as helping to control the spread of headlice.

Mini Basketball, HVC—TBC

Peripatetic Music Opportunities

Wk Beginning 4th March—

High5 Netball, HVC, TBC

We have lots of music teachers who come into school and offer various instrument
lessons for the children. This is set up as a contract between parents and the music
teachers themselves, school merely provide the environment for the lessons to take
place. Currently we offer Woodwind, Piano, Cello, Penny Whistle, Violin and Band
(where the children play drums, bass etc and ‘jam’ together!). If your child is interested in starting to learn an instrument please pop into school and we will pass your details on. Obviously these lessons require prompt payment and adhesion to the contract agreed to with the peripatetic teachers.

Thursday 7th March—

Spaces available

World Book Day

Thank you to everyone who has actively been spreading the word about how fab our
school is and inviting parents to bring their children to join us. We currently have
only 7 spaces left available across the whole school, which is fab. If you still know of
anybody who really wants to come to school and hasn’t tried as yet then please don’t
hesitate to ask them to get in touch whilst places are available. Obviously, the more
pupils we have the healthier the school budget is!

Viking Day—Themed Dinner
Gymnastics Competition @
HVC, 4-5.30pm—TBC

Parent’s Evening Week
Tuesday 5th March—

Pancake Day—Themed Dinner
Wednesday 6th March—

Gallop Soup Chopping
Saturday 9th March—

Grindleford Gallop - Please all
help if you can on the day
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A ft e r - S c h o o l C l u b s

Monday 6th May—

Bank Holiday

Monday:

Wednesday 22nd May—

 Class 1 Club - Open to all ages. From 3.20 to 4.15pm. A chance to play with all the
activities in Class 1, including dressing up! Please see Mrs Ibbotson to sign up. To
run until Christmas. There will be no club on 12th November due to Parent’s
Evening.

World Orienteering Day

Tuesday:

Wk Beginning 13th May—

SATs Week

Tuesday 4th June—

Kwik Cricket at Hathersage
Cricket Club—TBC
Wednesday 5th June—

World Environment Day
Friday 7th June—

Group Photos and Y6 Leaver
Photos
Sunday 9th June—

Carnival Opening Ceremony—
IF Carnival goes ahead—TBC
Monday 10th June—

Swimming Gala, 10-12pm—TBC

3.30pm New Reception Parent’s
Meeting

 Young Voices Club - Choir numbers are now confirmed. From 3.20 till 4.15pm.
Please see Mrs Ibbotson to sign up. Will run until the Young Voices Concert at
Sheffield Arena takes place on January 9th 2019. There will be no club on 13th November due to Parent’s Evening.
Wednesday:
 Film Making Club - Open to KS2. From 3.20 till 4.15pm. Please see Mrs Ibbotson
to sign up. To run until Christmas. There will be no club on 14th November due
to Parent’s Evening.
Thursday:
 Running Club - For anyone who is prepared to run over long distances. Please see
Mrs Ibbotson if you would like to sign up. Parents welcome too. There will be no
club on 15th November due to Parent’s Evening.
Any changes to the above information will be sent out either through text alerts or a letter.

As always a big thank you must go to the staff who run these clubs in their own free
time. Any children not making the ‘Right Choices’ during after school clubs will be
asked not to attend. Different clubs will be run throughout the year.
Thank you.

6.30 Carnival Junior Fell Race—
TBC
Wed 12/Thurs 13/ Fri 14th June—

Class 3 trip to Whitehall
Friday 14th June—

Class 1 Sport’s Day at HVC, am,
TBC
Friday 14th June—

Carnival Disco—TBC

After School Care
After School Care will be available during Parent’s Evening Week, but no food will be
on offer unless Parent’s have paid. The club will take place in the Dining Room, so
limited space will be available and it will all be indoor based due to limited staffing.
Any children wanting to join us when their Parent’s are having their appointments
can do so following a ‘crèche’ type facility which we have run in previous years.
Please pre-warn your children that there will be food around, but it is not for them!

Saturday 15th June—

Carnival—TBC
Monday 17th June—

Rounders at HVC, TBC
Tuesday 18th June—

Reception am intake visit

Security Reminder
Please may I take this opportunity to remind parents about before
school rules. As you know there will be a member of staff out on
duty at 8.45am each morning. Until this time parents are responsible for their own child/ren.
In previous years some children were being dropped off before 8.45am without any
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Diary Dates: - Continued!
Friday 21st June—

Security Reminder—Continued

Thursday 27th June—

supervision. Please can you ensure that this situation does not happen, either by staying with your child/ren till 8.45am or arranging for another parent to keep an eye on
them for you. I am sure that I can count on you for your continued help.

Reception intake lunch and pm

School Timings

INSET DAY

Wednesday 3rd July—

May I also take this opportunity to remind parents that
school officially starts at 8.55am and that all children need
to be on the yard ready to come in for registration at this
time. If you know you are running a little late, please
phone school, so that dinners can be booked etc.

KS2 Sport’s Day at EIS, Sheffield
Thursday 4th July—

Reception intake in all day

Transition Day
Friday 5th July—

Sport’s Day Afternoon—TBC
Friday 12h July—

Leaver’s Meal
Tuesday 16th July—

KS2 Production, 1.30pm and
6.30pm performances

Persistent lateness can have a detrimental effect on your
child’s schooling and can lead to unauthorised attendance
being recorded. We also start each day by going straight
into lesson time, so anybody arriving late will miss the beginning of the lesson where
the work is explained and set up for the children. Any late arrivals can be unsettling
for the other children too who are already settled down and working hard.
School finishes at 3.15pm. Again may we ask for prompt pickup’s please, either at
3.15pm or 4.15pm if your child is attending a school club. Some parents are regularly
up to 15 minutes late. If you know you are going to be late, please ring through otherwise your child will be placed into the After School Care club and you will be charged.

Tuesday 16th July—

If you know your child is going home with another family or adult, please let school
KS2 Production, 6.30pm perfor- know asap. Please don’t leave it up to your child to tell us, especially if they are in
mance
Class 1.
Thursday 18th July—

Whole School Trip Out—TBC
Friday 19th July—

9am Leaver’s Assembly
Sports Afternoon—TBC
Monday 22nd July—

INSET Day

Tuesday 3rd September 2019—

INSET Day
Wednesday 4th September 2019—

INSET Day

Thank You!
A massive thank you must go to all our parents, past and present, who helped the
school during last year. Without this support the school would not function half as
well as it does. The efforts of the PTA bring a very substantial (and extremely welcome) amount of money into school. The annual Gallop event alone raises between
£7-8,000 every year! This money is used to subsidise school trips throughout the year
for all the children, provide opportunities for visiting speakers to come into school,
books, equipment and other such items.
As a parent within school you are automatically a member of the PTA, whether you
want to take an active role coming to meetings or a quieter role helping behind the
scenes. The meetings are very informal and take place in the Sir William. Most parents stay around after the meeting to have a drink and a chat which is a lovely way to
get to know everyone.
Our current PTA is made up mostly of Parents of our older children—we need some
new blood! This doesn’t mean that if you turn up to the meeting you will get landed
with lots of jobs to do!!! It just means that the PTA will survive into the future, which
is essential to the school. Please pop in and have a chat if you are interested in helping with the PTA but can’t get to the meetings or just want a chat about how you can
help out.
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Thank You! - Continued
The next PTA social meeting is on Thursday 25th October at 6.30pm. Why not drop your children off at the Spooky
Disco in school and then pop over to The Sir William for a drink and a chat. You can find out about the school’s biggest fundraiser, The Gallop, and everything else the PTA does throughout the year, whilst meeting old and new parents
alike and being child free!
Would you like to help out?
It was lovely to see how many of our parents, carers and friends of the school helped out with
the children’s learning during last year. The majority of help centred around hearing children
to read, although it can be tailored to people’s strengths e.g. Cooking, art and design etc. If
you would like to help out in any of the classes, then please pop in to see the class teachers or
myself and we’ll see what we can work out.

Headlice!
Coming soon to a head near you……….or hopefully not!
As with any environment filled with children, head lice are a potential visitor. To help keep
these unwanted pests at bay please do regular checks of your child’s scalp. If found treat
immediately to prevent their spread. There is a wealth of advice online: the NHS Choices
pages are particularly useful.
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice/Pages/Introduction.aspx
We ask that any long hair (male or female) is tied up to help prevent their spread. The best treatment is to comb
through wet hair with conditioner on it, using a proper head lice comb. If this action is repeated every time the hair is
washed then any adult head lice are combed out and eggs do not have time to settle. If head lice are found, then all
clothing, hoods, bed sheets etc (as well as all members of the family being treated) need to be washed
to prevent re-infection. As soon as we are alerted to an outbreak, we will send a text out to all parents to check and treat.
It only takes one family not to check their children’s hair when a text is sent out and the efforts of
everyone else are wasted.
PLEASE can we all pull together to help keep these creatures out of our school.

School Dinners
As you know we have all our meals cooked on site by Emma and
they are ‘Gold Award Standard’ gorgeous!
Please can I remind parents that you are required to give 2 weeks
notice (in writing please) if you wish to change from school dinners to sandwiches or sandwiches to dinners.
Emma has to order her food two weeks in advance therefore requires two weeks notice of changes.
Any dinners that have been ordered but not eaten will unfortunately have to be paid
for, as the ingredients will have already been ordered and costed. If you know your child will not be in school please inform school before 10am. Thank you.
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Transfer to Secondary Education—September 2019
How scary to have to think about this subject so early on in the new school year! If your
child was born between 1st September 2007 and 31st August 2008 then you need to apply
for a secondary school place for them to start in September 2019. It is preferable for
parent’s to apply online at www.derbyshire.gov.uk/admissions and this facility will be
open shortly, if not already. For any of you who have no access to the internet you are very welcome to come into
school to apply or you can apply by phone by ringing Call Derbyshire on 01629 533190. Parent’s who would prefer a
paper application form can obtain one from the Admissions and Appeals team by emailing admissions@derbyshire.gov.uk or by ringing 01629 537499. The closing date for the submission of applications is midnight
on the 31st October 2018. (Paper submissions need to be returned to ensure that they arrive before the 31st of
October). Any application forms received after the closing date of midnight on the 31st of October 2018 will
be deemed as ‘late’ and not be considered until after applications received by the closing date have all been dealt with.
A placement offer letter will then be sent out to you on 1st March 2019.
Beginning Reception Education—September 2019
If your child was born between 1st September 2014 and 31st August 2015 then they will be due to start Reception in September 2019. Applications can be made online (see above information) and the system will be open shortly. The application process closes at midnight on the 15th January 2019. A placement letter will then be sent out to you on 16th
April 2019.
Please spread the word to other parent’s in the village who may have children of Reception age but not had contact
with school yet.
Free School Meals—Class 2 and Class 3 pupils—Are you entitled?
In these difficult financial times, we want to make sure you're getting all the help you're due. A lot of people don't claim
free school meals even though they're entitled. You don't need to worry about other children knowing your child gets free
school meals, only the school and catering staff will know. However, you could save £400 a year for each child and your
children will benefit from a good hot meal at lunchtime. The school will benefit too − we'll get the pupil premium of
£1,300 a year from the government for each child on free school meals.
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following:

Income Support

Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance

Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit

Child Tax Credit (provided you're not also entitled to Working Tax Credit* and have an annual gross income of
no more than £16,190)

*You can get this help if you get Working Tax Credit and you are in the four week 'run-on' period where your
WTC is due to stop because you have stopped work or reduced your hours

Universal Credit (NB this benefit is only just being introduced in Derbyshire − see our Universal Credit information).
You will not be eligible if you are claiming Working Tax Credi ts.
Lunch Time Theme Meals
Sometimes we are treated to Theme Days when a special menu is followed and all our children are invited to take part. I
will also advertise them in school assemblies. If sandwich children would like a dinner, all you have to do is ring up and
book them in! The big meal to look out for next term is Christmas Dinner! Please let Beccy know if you would like your
child to have a Christmas lunch.

