
Welcome back to school!  I am hoping 

that everyone managed to get a really 

good break over half term and that we 

are all fit and healthy for this coming 

term.  Our anti-body rate in school 

should be incredibly high!  Thank you so 

much to everyone who really pulled to-

gether behind the scenes to help school 

staff out with changes to after-school 

care, going back into bubbles and so on.  

It was really appreciated. 

Due to us having no positive cases within 

school, we are aiming to get back to 

some semblance of ‘normal’ again this 

term.  Please be aware though, that if the 

rates increase again we WILL go back to 

bubbles and restrictions within 

school, so if you use afterschool care 

until 6pm it would be wise to have a 

backup plan up your sleeve—hopefully 

you won’t need it, but just in case. 

REMINDER of SCHOOL TIMINGS 

After our COVID restrictions I thought it 

may be a good idea to refresh what our 

school timings are, so that we can all be 

dropped off and picked up on time. 

 Gates open at 8.45am 

 Registration is 8.55 to 9.00am 

If children arrive after 9am they are 

marked as late.  As we go straight into 

lessons, not only does this affect your 

child’s own learning, as well as the rest of 

the class, but it also affects our attend-

ance figures and can be a trigger for OF-

STED.  Please can we all try to get to 

school for 8.55am at the latest. 

 School finishes at 3.15pm 

If children are not picked up at 3.15, they  
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will go into Afterschool Care which will 

incur a cost of £3.00, irrespective of how 

late you are running up until 4.30pm. 

Breakfast Club 

 Open from 8.15am, at a cost of 

£3.00 per child, £2.50 for siblings. 

The children have a choice of cereals, 

fruit, toast with either milk or water. 

After School Care 

 3.15pm until 4.30pm, at a cost of 

£3.00 per child, £2.50 for siblings. 

This is basic child care; playing games, 

drawing, colouring and so on.  No food is 

served within this session.  Please ensure 

pick up is on time for 4.30pm otherwise 

you will be charged for staying until 

6.00pm.  Your child will also have to sit 

and watch the other children eat, which is 

really not fair on them. 

 3.15pm until 6.00pm, at a cost of 

£6.00, £5.50 for siblings. 

Food is served to anyone booked up to 

6.00pm.  This consists of a snack tea e.g. 

pasta pesto, pizza, jacket potato and so 

on, always served with fresh salad items, 

plus either a hot or cold pudding.  Food is 

usually served at approximately 4.30pm. 

Again, please ensure a prompt pick up for 

6.00pm.  If children are not picked up by 

6.00pm then a charge of £5.00 will be 

made.   

If the timings to afterschool care have to 

change due to COVID again, then the 

timings  and costs will also be changed, 

but the late pickup rules will still apply 

and charges will be made. 

Special Events and Dates: 

INSET 

 Thursday 23rd Dec 2021 

 Monday 6th June 2022 

 Friday 24th June 2022 

 Friday 23rd July 2022 

Term Dates—2021/2022 

Autumn 2— 

Mon 1st Nov to Wed 22nd Dec 

(Thurs 23rd Dec—INSET) 

Christmas Break— 

Fri 24th Dec to Fri 7th Jan  

Spring 3— 

Mon 10th Jan to Fri 18th Feb 

Half Term— 

Mon 21st Feb to Fri 25th Feb 

Spring 4— 

Mon 28th Feb to Fri 8th April 

Easter— 

Mon 11th April to Fri 22nd April 

Summer 5— 

Mon 25th April to Fri 27th May 

Half Term— 

Mon 30th May to Fri 3rd June 

Summer 6— 

(Mon 6th June—Jubilee ) 

Tues 7th June  to Thurs 21st July 

(Fri 24th June—INSET) 

(Fri 22nd July—INSET) 



 The School Website 

For those parents new to the school, every class has a ‘blog’ section on the website 

where you can find exciting news, photographs and events that have happened with-

in the classrooms.  If you go to the school website, the class blogs are down the right 

hand side of the screen. 

The school website has a calendar on the home screen which will be updated regu-

larly with new events and dates as they get added to the school diary.   

The website also contains access to medical forms, trip forms and so on, if you click 

on the office button (instead of the drop down menu) it will take you to the relevant 

forms. 

We always try our best to get as much information out to you as early as we can, ei-

ther through newsletters like this one where the diary dates are written down, 

through the website or the text message system.  Sometimes, as is life, exciting 

events may crop up at short notice so I apologise for that now! 

If you are not receiving text messages from school and are expecting to, please pop 

into the school office to check whether our recorded contact details are correct or 

not. 

If you would like to receive mail via email and haven’t set that up with Mrs Ibbotson 

yet, please feel free to pop into the school office.   

Uniform 

It is always a good idea to check your uniform labels to see whether the names have 

faded or are still readable.  Please make sure that all items (including PE kit and 

maybe even shoes!) are labelled clearly.  If we find any items of clothing with a name 

in we will return it to your child.  If clothing does not have a name then it goes into 

lost property or can be taken by someone else by mistake. 

You can order new uniform online by going to gogna.me/product-category/schools. 

Then just search for Grindleford and take it from there.  The link is also on the 

school website.  We also have some ‘sew on’ logo badges in stock at school for £1.  

These can be added to clothing bought from other clothing retailers.  Please check 

with the school uniform policy on the website or pop in and see us before purchasing 

clothing that you wish to put a school logo on. 

We also have quite a good stock of second hand uniform which may be purchased 

for a donation towards school funds.  A massive thank you must go to all the families 

that kindly donate their old uniform which allows this to happen. 

Just to refresh your memories our school uniform is black, grey or navy trousers or 

skirts, plus a royal blue sweatshirt and a plain white or blue polo shirt underneath.  

Both our sweatshirt and our polo shirts carry the school logo.  In summer blue 

checked or striped dresses may be worn.  Children should always wear suitable 

school footwear, preferably completely black.  In summer, sandals may be worn, but 

must be robust and supportive e.g. walking sandals, not crocs, Flip-Flops, strappy 

etc. 

All children require a PE kit consisting of plain black shorts, pale blue PE shirt 

(preferably a school logo t-shirt for competitions),  socks and trainers.  In cold 

weather a tracksuit is a good idea too.  This should stay in school. 

Autumn Term 2—Continued  
Special Events and Dates: 

Diary Dates: 

Wk Beginning 8th November— 

Virtual Parent’s Evening Week 

Tuesday 16th November— 

Flu Immunisations 

Class 3 to HVC for Indoor 

Dodgeball Competition, AM—

TBC 

Monday 22nd November— 

Bags2School Collection 

Thursday 25th November— 

Class 2 to HVC Mini Basketball 

Competition, PM—TBC 

Thursday 2nd December— 

Class 3 to EIS for Netball/

Basketball Cluster Tourna-

ments—Whole Day 

Tuesday 7th December— 

Class 1 to HVC for Dance Festi-

val, AM—TBC or Friday 10th 

December 

Class 1 Nativity Dress Rehearsal 

- 2pm. 

Wednesday 8th December— 

Class 1 Nativity—6pm 

Thursday9th December— 

Whole School Panto Trip, PM 

with late 5pm return 

Friday 10th December— 

Class 1 to HVC for Dance Festi-

val, AM—TBC or Tuesday 7th 

December 

Tuesday 21st December— 

Christmas Dinner and Party Day 

Wednesday 22nd December— 

Carol Concert at St Helen’s 

Church—pm—TBC 

Thursday 23rd December— 

INSET  



Autumn Term 1–  Continued  
Hair 

Our school policy is that any long hair MUST be tied up if it is longer than collar 

length.  This applies to both boys and girls and a small stock of hair bobbles will be 

kept in school to ensure this happens at all times.  Hair being tied back helps to pre-

vent accidents, hair getting tangled in apparatus, whipping into other pupil's eyes etc 

as well as helping to control the spread of headlice.  The one silver lining of COVID 

restrictions was that the school has been headlice free for quite a time now! 

Peripatetic Music Opportunities 

We have lots of music teachers who come into school and offer various instrument 

lessons for the children.  This is set up as a contract between parents and the music 

teachers themselves, school merely provide the environment for the lessons to take 

place.  Currently we offer Flute, Saxophone, Piano, Cello, Penny Whistle, Violin and so 

on. If your child is interested in starting to learn an instrument please pop into school 

and we will pass your details on.  Obviously these lessons require prompt payment and 

adhesion to the contract agreed to with the peripatetic teachers. 

Spaces available 

Thank you to everyone who has actively been spreading the word about how fab our 

school is and inviting parents to bring their children to join us.  We currently have 11 

spaces left available across the whole school.  If you know of anybody who really 

wants to come to school and hasn’t tried as yet then please don’t hesitate to ask 

them to get in touch whilst places are available.  Obviously, the more pupils we have 

the healthier the school budget is! 

Thank you 

A massive thank you must go to all our parents, past and present, who helped the 

school during last year.  Without this support the school would not function half as 

well as it does.  The efforts of the PTA bring a very substantial (and extremely wel-

come) amount of money into school.  The annual Gallop event alone raises between 

£10,000 every year!  This money is used to subsidise school trips throughout the year 

for all the children, provide opportunities for visiting speakers to come into school, 

books, equipment and other such items. 

As a parent within school you are automatically a member of the PTA, whether you 

want to take an active role coming to meetings or a quieter role helping behind the 

scenes.  The meetings are very informal and usually take place in The Maynard.  

Most parents stay around after the meeting to have a drink and a chat which is a 

lovely way to get to know everyone. 

Our current PTA is made up mostly of Parents of our older children—we need some 

new blood!  This doesn’t mean that if you turn up to the meeting you will get landed 

with lots of jobs to do!!!  It just means that the PTA will survive into the future, 

which is essential to the school.  Please pop in and have a chat if you are interested 

in helping with the PTA but can’t get to the meetings or just want a chat about how 

you can help out. 

The Gallop on the 9th October was a huge success as usual—many, many thanks to 

everybody who baked and helped out on the day.  The next Gallop is on Saturday 

12th March 2022, so not far away at all.  All help will be very gratefully received! 

Diary Dates: - Continued! 

Thursday 3rd March— 

World Book Day TBC 

Saturday 12th March— 

GRINDLEFORD GALLOP 

Wk Beginning 14th March— 

Virtual Parent’s Evening Week 

Tuesday 5th April— 

Class 2 Production, Dress Re-

hearsal, 2pm TBC 

Wednesday 6th April— 

Class 2 Production, 6pm 

Friday 8th April— 

Easter Egg Competition and Egg 

Rolling 

Monday 2nd May— 

Bank Holiday 

Wk Beginning 9th May— 

SATs Week 

Monday 6th June— 

School Closed—Jubilee Day 

Wednesday 8th June— 

Reception New Parents Meeting 

3.30pm 

Tuesday 14th June— 

New Reception starters in for 

the AM 

Wednesday 15th to Friday 17th 

June— 

Class 3 to Whitehall 

Tuesday 21st June— 

New Reception starters in for 

AM 

Thursday 23rd June— 

New Reception starters in for 

lunch and PM 

Friday 24th June— 

INSET day 
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Diary Dates: - Continued! 

Tuesday 28th June— 

Class 3 to Stockport Air Raid 

Shelters 

Thursday 30th June— 

Transition Day 

New Reception starters in all 

day 

Friday 8th July— 

Sports Afternoon at the Pavil-

ion—TBC 

Monday 18th July— 

Class 3 Dress Rehearsal—

1.15pm 

Tuesday 19th July— 

Class 3 Production—6.30pm 

Wednesday 20th July— 

Whole School Trip Out—TBC 

Thursday 21st July— 

Leavers Assembly—9.00am 

Sports Afternoon—TBC 

Friday 22nd July— 

INSET Day 

 

2022/2023 Term Dates: 

 1st sept 2022 to 21st Oct 2022 

 31st Oct 2022 to 22nd Dec 2022 

 9th Jan 2023 to 17th Feb 2023 

 27th Feb 2023 to 31st March 2023 

 17th April  2023 to 26th May 2023 

 5th June 2023 to 21st July 2023 

 

 

Reception Starters—September 2022 

If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 31st August 2018 then they 

will be due to start Reception in September 2022.  Applications can be made online 

at Derbyshire.gov.uk with the system opening from 9.00am on 8th November 2021.  

The application process closes at midnight on the 15th January 2022.  A placement 

letter will then be sent out to you on 19th April 2022. 

Please spread the word to other parent’s in the village (or outside area) who may 

have children of Reception age but not had contact with school yet.  As already stat-

ed, the more bodies we have the more funding we generate! 

Bags2School Collection 

The next collection is on Monday 22nd November.  Please feel free to bring any bags 

in before this date as we will store them for you.  Just drop them at the front office.  

Thank you so much in advance for your support with this.  A good clear out before 

Christmas is never a bad thing! 

Secret Santa 

Secret Santa is one of the nicest activities that the PTA do.  We set up a little ‘shop’ 

in school which the children can buy gifts from for £1 each.  The children absolutely 

love Secret Santa as the gifts are all wrapped up in school, so they are totally secret 

and completely their own choice etc.  Believe me, you do get some random gifts as a 

parent, but that is all part of the appeal! 

The gifts are all donated to school, so if you are doing your shopping and see any-

thing that you think may make a nice gift that you wouldn’t mind receiving yourself, 

then please donate it to school.  Chocolates always go down very well, as do candles 

or smelly toiletries. 

 


